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INTRODUCTION. 


he Lithuanians! Who are they? Are they too looking 
for a free spot under the sun? 

Anyone reading the literature published now-a-days in 
Germany, and especially articles in their daily press until 
a few months ago, must be convinced that there is no real 
Lithuanian nation, no Lithuanian culture, no Lithuanian 
literature, nor art or science... Prof. Britickner of 
Berlin (a Pole by affiliation, if not by origin) goes so far 
as to contend that the Lithuanians "blow themselves up 
as the frogs of the fable’ (Die Slawen und der Weltkrieg, 
1916). Many other authors like Dr. Paul Michae- 
lis (Kurland und Litauen, 1917), A. Paulukat (Li- 
tauische Hoffnungen, 1915), J. Wronka (Kurland und 
Litauen, 1916), M. Sering (Westrussland etc., 1917), 
V. Tornius (Das. Land der Deutschherren), Otto 
Kessler (Die Baltenlander und Litauen, 1916) etc., 
have written their impressions during the war, with the 
pious object of germanizing the inhabitants and of se- 
curing a stronger foothold for the coquerors of the unfor- 
tunate country; therefore their bias and greed are easily 
explainable. But of the numerous German publications 
only a few give a more trustworthy idea of Lithuania and 
its people: W. St. Vidunas (Litauen in Vergangen- 
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heit und Gegenwart, 1917), K. Werbelis (Russisch- 
Litauen, 1916), Dr W. Gaigalat (Litauen, 1917), E. 
Linksch (Litauen und die Litauer, 1917), Das Land 
Ober Ost (1917), edited by the press-division Ober Ost. 
To those who contend that the Lithuanians possess no 
*culture’, can well be recommended for consideration 
Frof. Dr. P. Weber’s Wilna eine vergessene 
Kunststatte (1917), Dr. R. Sch.chting’s Bilder aus 
Litauen (1916), M. Aschmies, Land und Leute in 
Litauen (1918). 

When we turn our attention to works which have lately 
been printed in the Swedish language, we are at once 
confronted with the Poles who in 1917 published ”Polen 
nu och i forna dagar”’” and ”Polonica, 
Kulturbilder fran det aldre och nyare Polen”. As on one 
side Germans are eager to claim the Lithuanian country 
and people for Prussia and Germany, so on the other 
Poles leave no stone unmoved to convince the reader that 
whatever smacks of civilization in Lithuania is the pro- 
duct of the Polish culture and the Polish civilization. 
There only remains to mention the easterly neighbour 
Russia, which over a hundred years (since Karamzin’s 
time) contended that Lithuania is of old a purely Russian 
country” and that the Lithuanians must by all imaginable 
means be Russianized as quickly as possible... A Lithua- 
nian proverb says: when a child has many nurses, it cannot 
thrive well... Yet the Swedes are able to form an un- 
biased opinion for themselves from the scanty literature 
which thus far has appeared in the Swedish language. 
The political conditions of the Lithuanian people are 
truthfully and admirably characterized in the volume: 
*"Ryssland sd&dant det dr” (1916) — excepting 
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a few mistakes in statistics and dates — in the chapter 
”Litauerna i Ryssland” (p. 116—128), and the productions 
of the Lithuanian spirit in song and music, architecture, 
painting and literature are reproduced though only frag- 
mentarily, in "Litauisk Kultur by Ignas Jurku- 
nas-Scheynius (1917). Both volumes can be strongly 
recommended. My own article "Ett fritt Litauen” 
appeared in the Svensk Tidskrift, January, 1918. 
I am also glad to mention the beautiful Danish work of 
Age Meyer: ”Et Folk, der Vaagner, Kulturbilder fra Lita- 
ven” (1895), a volume, worth while perusing. 


In Switzerland the following publications are note- 
worthy: Pro Lituania, Les Annales des 
Nationalités, M. St. Vidunas, La _ Lituanie, 
1918, P. L. K. Les Souffrances du Peuple Lituanien, Dr. 
A. Viscont, La Lituanie et la guerre, 1917; La Lituanie 
religieuse, 1918; M. Ragana, La Lituanie sous la batte 
allemande; Inorodetz, La Russie et les peuples allo- 
génes; J. Gabrys’ Le Probleme des Nationalités et la 
Paix durable etc. 


In the United states, besides articles in the daily press, 
. there is a periodical publication "Pro Lithuania” 
in Philadelphia; "The Booster’ in Wilkes Barre, Pa., 
and Dr. Szlupas’ essay on Lithuania in Retro- 
spect and Prospect (1915). 


Even from this short survey of the war literature it is 
evident that Lithuania and its people are an apple of con- 
tention between its western, southern and eastern neigh- 
bours, none of whom seems to stop to ask himself what 
the Lithuanian people themselves have to say in this mat- 
ter; what is their view concerning the future? have they 
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any ideals? do they react to the rivalries of their neigIh — 
bours, or are they an inert or dead mass? In the fo]l— 
lowing chapters I shall endeavour to give a concise and 
succinct answer. 


I. 
Grand Duchy of Lithuania and Poland. 


Philologists and savants of all countries do in general 
agree that the Lithuanian language is one of the oldest 
languages of the Indo-European family, even older than 
Sanscrit of the Vedas, and closely akin to the old Greek. 
This, by itself, controverts the opinion of those who are 
inclined to place the Lithuanians in near relation to the 
Slavs or to the Germanic races. 


And the history of the people confirms this lack of rela- 
tionship to the present neighbours. Long before the 
Slavs or the Germans appeared in the historical arena, the 
Lithuanian race was widely spread over an immense area; 
roughly speaking the boundaries of the race were: 


1) In the East — the river Don, in the North — the 
river Oka, lake Peipus, and thence a line joining the Bal- 
tic Sea somewhat north of the river Duna. That 
explains the influence of the Lithuanian language and civi- 
lization upon the Osiatins, Mordvins, Cheremissians, 
Esthonians and Finns, and vice versa. 


2) In the West — the river Elbe (in ancient times: 
Laba) ; there lived tribes under various names, as Pola- 
bingi, Rugii, Varnavi, Vaigri, Rhetavici, Veleti etc., who 
in the course of the VI—VIII centuries became slavicised 
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by the intruding Slavs, who themselves at last became an 
object of Germanization. 

3) The Old Prussians, extinct since the Teutonic Knights 
subjugated them, were known to the chroniclers of the 
Middle Ages (Kadlubek, Gallus, Boguchval, scholiast of 
Adam of Bremen etc.), as the Getae (not the Goths!) or 
their near kinspeople; and this takes the Lithuanians far 
into the centre and the south of Europe. The present 
Hungary, the Balkan peninsula, were inhabited by races 
of the Getic and Thracian families whose small remnants 
the present day Lithuanians appear to be. 

4) On authority of Herodotus, Thucydides and other 
encient historians, we consider the ancient Trojans, Ly- 
dians, Phrygians, Carians, Kaunians, Cappadocians and 
Pelasgians as the forefathers of the Lithuanians; nay, the 
recently recovered Hittites (Hit of the Bible, Kheta of the 
Egyptians, Khate of the Assyrians, Ketaioi of Homer) 
bring the history of the Lithuanians up to Sargon’s I 
times, about 3800 before the Christian era. 

An evidence for these contentions is offered not only 
by philology (names of rivers, towns, peoples, kings), but 
by history of religion, of music, by the silent testimony 
of the tumuli (pylekalnis in Lithuanian), and by the 
right reading of historical authorites of antiquity. But 
the proof of all this I must leave for some other time; 
at present, it is enough to say that the wide area which 
was inhabited by this plastic race, explains why the 
Lithuanians living on the borders of the Baltic Sea, still 
speak a language akin to Sanscrit, the ancient Greek, 
Latin, etc. 

In Persian, Greek and Roman times many of these 
peoples in Asia Minor and the Balkans were either anni- 
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hilated or assimilated, and we do not need to prosecute 
their fate any further at present. 

The Germanic races came upon the historical scene — 
in the 3:rd and 2:nd centuries before our era; and the 
Slavs appear with the coming of the Huns, the hordes of 
Attila, from the confines of Asia, and during the V—VII c. 
they settled upon the territories, inhabited by the 
Lithuanian race, starting out from Pannonia: Serbs and 
Bulgars occupied their present territories, Czechs and Poles 
appear about the VI c. in their present habitations, the 
country about Elbe becomes slavicised, and the Russians 
started to spread from three nests, Kiev, Novgorod, and 
Tmutrakan. The Kreivenai (ancient Krobydzoi) also be- 
come slavicised, and are now known as the White Russians. 
When Constantine Porphyrogenitus wrote his work: De 
imperio regnando (about 910), the cataracts of the river 
Dniepr still bore Lithuanian names, which he enumera- 
tes. The Novgorodian Ingor took possession of Kiev, after 
having murdered the Lithuanian princes, Askold and 
Dyra. The Pagyritai next were extinguished or assimi- 
lated. Then the Russians from Kiev and the Poles invaded 
and attacked the Getvingi (Jadzvingi, Jatviagi), as the 
Teutonic Knights fell upon the Old Prussians, and both 
these races in the XIII:th c. were exterminated. 

And so the Lithuanian race at last was compressed into 
the basin of the rivers Nemunas (Niemen) and Dauguva 
(Duna), and now presents only two great branches: 1. 
the Lithuanian branch comprises the Dzukai 
(gouv. Grodno, Suvalkai, Vilnius), the Greater 
Lithuanians (gouv. Vilnius, Kaunas, Suvalkai, and 
Eastern Prussia (Ostpreussen), and Zemaiciai in the 
districts of Telshei and Raseiniai (gouv. Kaunas) ; 2. The 
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Lettic branch concists of the Letts (Latviesi) in 
Courland and Livland, and the Lett-galli in gouv. 
Vitebsk. The Lithuanian race counts (in spite of all Rus- 
sian, Polish or German statistics) about 5 millions of 
people, among whom a number has already adopted the 
White Russian, the Polish or the German languages. Li- 
ving always under duress and pressure from the three 
sides, they remain a people one and indivisible, in culture, 
features, character, and historical traditions, and the Letts 
and Lettgalli nummer, 2, 900,000. Alltogether, then, the 
Lithu-Lettic race presents a force of 7—8 millions. 

The Letts fell a prey in the XII:th and XiuI:th c. to 
the Germanic invasion, from which also the Esthonians 
did not escape. There was a time when the Danes ruled 
parts of their country and later came the Swedes (1624— 
1710). In 1562 the Letts had come under the sway of 
Lithuania which already was in union with Poland; yet 
in 1710 Livland was conquered by the Russian Czar Peter 
and Courland gave its destiny voluntarily into Russian 
hands in 17965. 

In the mean time the Lithuanians, after the Germans 
had settled in Old Prussia and the Baltic provinces, terri- 
fied by the fate of their kinspeople, had organized into a 
souvereign Grand Duchy of Lithuania whose first rulers, 
Rimgaudas and Mindove, had incessant wars to wage, not 
only against the Polish and Ruthenian princes in the south, 
but especially against the Germans in the north and 
west. 

By this time (1224, 1239) the Tartars had overrun 
Russia and laid it waste. The centre around Kiev — the 
mother of the Russian cities’ — was stormed. Smaller 
principalities incessantly warried against each other, but 
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all were too weak to withstand the Tartar pressure and 
yoke. Though Moscow began to grow in influence and 
wealth and started ’to gather in the Russian lands”, yet 
it remained for 200 years under Tartar influence and 
supremacy. 

This was the time when the Lithuanians entered the 
arena of history with their might. Under the leadership 
of gifted warriors and statesmen — Gediminas, Orgerdas 
and Kynstutis and Vytautas — they made Lithuania’s 
name resound all over Europe. The White and the Red 
and the Little Russians willingly submitted to the domi- 
nion of the Lithuanians who — though worshipping their 
heathen deities Perkunas and Bangputys — were mild in 
their treatment of the new subjects, spared the language 
end the customs of the conquered, and freed them from 
the hated Tartar yoke. At a time when in western Europe 
witches were burned at the stake, when the autodafés of . 
the Inquisition blazed for the heretics, or when the Jews 
were plundered and murdered for ritual suspicions or 
other causes, the occupied countries of the Russians were 
granted religious liberty. Besides, these countries were 
governed autonomously, and they were in a federal (Cp. 
Prof. M. K. Liubavsky: ‘Ocerk Istorii Litovsko- 
Russkaho Gosudarstva, 1915) relation to the conquerors. 
Even here Lithuania gave a principle of government 
which Europe did not possess at that period, and to which 
it may come after wading through streams of blood, when 
after the present terrible war, possibility looms up for 
the United States of Europe with an International Parlia- 
ment and Internationtal Arbitration Court... This fact 
has not been forgotten by the White and the Little Rus- 
sians even now-a-days, and therefore there is a laudable 
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consensus and unanimity in their views for the nearest 
future, and possibly cooperation. 

When the Lithuanians were spreading tolerance broad- 
cast, the Germans and Poles continued to offer their 
culture”, their religion, with blood and iron. Undoubt- 
edly there was for the Lithuanians no escape from a 
dilemma: either acceptance of Christianity or utter exter- 
mination. Europe cannot tolerate a civilization which 
does not conform to its conscience or to its ideals. Cru- 
sades from all countries continued to pour adventurers 
and criminals against Lithuania, especially when the 
Papacy offered indulgencies and imagined thereby to 
confer a boon to the ’poor heathen”; the forces of the 
Teutonic Knights were ceaselessly fed by crowds of new 
cross-bearers and grew in power through the support not 
only of the Papacy, but of the Holy Roman Empire as 
well. 

Though Mindove had accepted baptism and crown from 
the Pope through the Germans (1252), yet German greed of 
land and German expansion eastwards overreached itself 
and was too strong to be permitted to continue; and Li- 
thuania returned to its old heathenism. Slowly a rappro- 
chement became possible with Poland; Gediminas mar- 
rying his daughter Aldona to Casimir of Poland, libera- 
ted 24.000 Polish serfs from captivity. Aldona became 
a great protectoress of art in the newly adopted country. 
The Teutonic Knights had in the mean time become com- 
mon enemies for Poland and Lithuania; and the idea of 
common defence could not astonish anybody, especially 
when the Lithuanians occasionally (as at Plovcy) had 
succurred Poles. Now, the young princess Hedvid had 
joined herself in marriage to an Austrian prince, Wilhelm 
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by name, when Jagiello made a proposition to accept bap- 
tism and to marry the Polish queen. - At once the Polish 
nobility grasped the far reaching consequences of such 
a union, expelled the Austrian from Cracow by force. 
Other obstacles in the way were removed, and Jagiello to 
the surprise of the Lithuanians made a promise to deliver 
even his own country (1385) to Poland. Soon he became 
King of Poland, and together with Vytautas personally 
preached the gospel to his dumbfounded people. Many 
nobles and thousands of the common people were conver- 
ted to Christianity. The conversion was not difficult, be- 
cause the people had been in touch with Christianity in 
the acquired White and Little Russian lands. 


Now follows a long period of resistence by Lithuanians 
to incorporation into Poland. Vytautas was a proud man. 
He wanted to reign in a free and independent Lithuania, 
yet a defeat by the Tartars curbed his ambitions for a 
time. Soon he led the Lithuanians against the Teutonic 
Knights, Poles under Jagiello joined them, and in the 
battle at Tannenberg (1410) the German Order received 
so severe a drubbing through Vytautas’ strategy, that 
its decline began and continued until in a few score of 
years the Teutonic Knights transformed into the Duke- 
dom of Prussia which became a fief of the Polish crown. 


The defeat of the German Order, brought about by 
Vytautas’ sagacity, was of great consequence to European 
civilization. The prop of papacy had been weakened, and 
an opportunity was opened for the progress of freedom of 
thought and religion. With the existence and vigor of 
the Teutonic Knights no regeneration of sciences and no 
reformation in Europe are thinkable! 
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Vytautas cherished the idea of crowning himself a Li- 
thuanian king, but through the machinations of Poland 
he failed, and soon died in grief. The Lithuanian magna- 
tes, and sometimes their Grand Dukes, tried to extricate 
themselves from the trap, set for the freedom of the 
country, but were not successful since the Poles used to 
elevate the Lithuanian Grand Dukes to the Polish throne. 
More than that. The lower nobility aspired to greater 
influence in the political affairs of the country, and the 
Poles catered to them by the promise of making them 
equal to the magnates, if they should be inclined to enter 
into a union with Poland. Many diets were held for that 
purpose. King Sigismund the Old and King Sigismundus 
Augustus as the Grand Dukes of Lithuania purposely in- 
creased the lower nobility in numbers, and so at last came 
the Union of Lublin, in 1569, established by the kingly 
power, against the will of the Lithuanian magnates and 
patriots. 

And the union was not fortunate in its results. Moscow 
had in the mean time grown powerful, and attacked both 
Lettland and Lithuania. The Poles used these wars with 
Moscow as a lure for the Lithuanians to become closer 
adherents to the union with Poland. What assistence could 
Lithuania expect from Poland, when even the union of 
Lublin was made the means of depriving Lithuania of its 
southern Russian provinces? Lithuania had become pro- 
testant, as a protest against the encroachments of Poland. 
The Roman Catholic church in Lithuania became a tool 
of Poland, and through the invitation of the Jesuits, the 
people were reconverted to the old faith of the R. C. 
church. When religious intolerance of the Poles brought 
Cossacks to revolt and embroiled the country in the most 
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bloody wars, the Swedes under Karl X Gustavus invaded 
the country, and Janusz Radzivill tried in vain to enter 
a union with Sweden (1655 at Keidainei), since the elec- 
tor of Brandenburg protested, and the union with Sweden 
was dropped and became null and void. This same endea- 
vour was repeated by the brothers Sapiehas in the me- 
morable epoch of Karl XII, but also came to naught. 
Slowly the spirit of anarchy in the diets, debauchery 
and lassitude, perfidy and bribery, developed in Poland 
itself, and the country was fast rolling to destruction, 
which was further accelerated by perfidious rulers in 
Prussia and Russia. | 

The form of government in those days was an oligarchy 
of the land-owning class, the szlachta. The common 
people at this time, as elsewhere in Europe, possessed 
nothing: neither political nor social rights; they were 
considered to be the nobility-nourishing cattle. Education 
was accessible only to nobility, and resting in the hands 
of the Jesuits was not fruitful. There was an Academy 
in Vilnius, established in 1578, yet the system of educa- 
tion was not intended to prepare good citizens for the 
common duties of the daily life. Therefore only a few 
men can be mentioned who came into prominence: brothers 
Kojalowicz, Sarbievius, Rotundus etc. Besides, the throne 
was electoral, and as the question of Dissidents, so the 
election of kings gave a good pretext for the neighbouring 
states to interfere in internal affairs. 

Yet Lithuania was not absorbed by Poland: the mag- 
nates eagerly defended their rights. Lithuania had its 
own army, its own finances, administration and judiciary. 
Poland had no codified laws, whereas Lithnania had its 
*Lithuanian Statute” (1529), which was in force up to 
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1840. At the last moments of Poland’s existence, when 
all minds were overwhelmed by the impending misfortunes 
and when the Lithuanian nobility became the imitator 
of the Polish customs, in 1790, the Poles dared to convert 
Lithuania into their third province. And so when the last 
crash came, in 1795, Lithuania and Poland were overpo- 
wered and swept into destruction. Yet even these last 
moments are surprising: the Lithuanians, Reytan and 
Kosciuszko, saved Poland from moral turpitude and eter- 


nal dishonour! Czar Nicolas I in 1842 commuted even the { 
name of Lithuania into the North-western province of — 


Russia, and the only reminder of the country remained in 
the official title of the Czar of all Russias. 


IT. 


Lithuania under Russian Dominion. | 






The Russian sway in Lithuania for 120 years is a dis- 
grace to the history of the 19:th century, not only on ac- 
count of the terrible system of government which set as 
its purpose the annihilation of the Lithuanian race, but 
also through an ingenious, sometimes unintentional, 
employing of Poles for the same aim. Though the Poles 
of to-day never mention it, yet Lithuanians know that to 
their greatest domestic enemies belong people who use to } 
call themselves ’brothers”, men like Czartoryski, Lubecki, 
Spasowicz and Piltz, Dmovski and a score of their satel- 
lites who sounded the note for the Polonization of Li- 
thuania. 
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After its annexation the country was ruled by governors 
and Russian officials. Russian generals ond other ’wor- 
kers” received large estates upon which the villagers had 
to perform the statute labor according to the number of 
household souls”. The Polonized gentry increased the 
size of their estates by depriving the villagers of their 
farms and then by compelling them to work harder for 
the landlords by flogging. Czar Paul bestowed special 
favors upon the Jesuits. 

When the academy at Vilnius was made over into a 
university, the youths of Samogetia and of Lithuania 
were made to drink deep of the cup filled to the brim with 
Polish spirit. Following the treaty of Tilsit (1807) the 
Palatinate of Augustovo was added to the Duchy of War- 
saw, and so the Lithuanians living on the left bank of 
the Niemen river were separated from their brothers li- 
ving on the right bank. 

Before Napoleon’s invasion Czar Alexander I had dazz- 
led the Lithuanians by his promises to reestablish the 
Grand Duchy, and Napoleon too had schemes for a better 
future of Lithuania, yet after his disastous retreat from 
Moscow the Lithuanian government instituted by him 
had to flee abroad. Lithuania became a victim of severe 
reprisals, since at the congress of Vienna (1815) Russia 
retained Lithuania as a conquered province, while the Pa- 
latinate of Augustovo once more was added to Poland. 
No wonder that the youth of the gentry in Lithuania 
willingly leaned to Poland and were fired with Polish 
patriotism. | 

In these times of turmoil D. Poska and Valenavicius 
wrote excellent patriotic verse in Lithuanian and S. Sta- 
nevicius published collections of the peasant’s songs. The 

Lithuania, 2 
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historians of the University of Vilnius — Lelevel, Danile- 
viez, Onacevicz and Jaroszevicz — disseminated far and 
wide zeal for studying the nation’s history. Secret socie- 
ties flourished among the people who aimed at over- 
throwing the Russian regime. 


Nicolas I endeavored to keep the people away from re- 
volution and unbelief, and his hatred of liberalism grew 
into a mania. During the Polish insurrection, 1830, 
the Samogitians and Lithuanians started a revolt in which 
Matusevicius, Bilevicius, Emilia Plater and Mary Rasana- 
vicius distinguished themselves; but the revolt was quel- 
led, Lithuania was doomed to suffer Russification, and 
the term Western Provinces of Russia was substituted for 
Lithuania in official documents. 


Soon the university of Vilnius was closed, Russian was 
made the official language of the country, and the Rus- 
sian Code supplanted the Lithuanian statute. The villa- 
gers were brutalized and turned into slaves. Furthermore 
some 45000 families of the gentry were sent to Caucasus 
and turned into Cossacks by compulsion. 


Secret revolutionary societies continued to flourish in 
the country, even in the army, until the leaders one by 
one were apprehended and hanged. Besides persecution of 
the United . Greek Catholics, protestants also suffered 
from the whims of the Russian government, and the Bible 
Society of Vilnius was abolished in 1828. A promise of 
land to the peasants lured thousands of Lithuanians, 
Letts and Esthonians into the Church of Russia. In 1842 
the government confiscated the estates and moneys of the 
church and clergy of Lithuania to the amount of 
171.845.000 roubles. From 1827 the children of peasants 
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were barred from the middle and higher institutions of 
learning, and from 1837 they were denied admission into 
clerical seminaries. The Lithuanian Library and Museum 
at Vilnius were plundered, and all precious books and 
manuscripts were taken to Kiev, St. Petersburg and 
Moscow. 

Russian settlers were attracted to Lithuania by special 
privileges under the Act of 1841 and the local element were 
cast out of the higher offices. The Jews who got control 
of the local trade and industry did not escape similar per- 
secution. Like Karamzin in the times of Napoleon, P. J. 
Preiss was now a master at presenting falsified accounts 
of the history of the Lithuanian nation. Whenever the 
peasantry, craving liberty started riots, they were either 
flogged to death or sent in groups to Siberia. The stu- 
dents were placed under special surveillance. In 1848 
the peasants of Lithuania under leadership of Ancypas 
had raised the flag of revolt, but were overpowered and 
compelled to lay down their arms. Through the efforts 
of Pastor Gisevius and Mongrovius the ideas of democracy 
had reached Lithuania Minor; but even there the spirit 
of nationalism was soon throttled by the endeavours of 
Pangermanic patriots. From 1850—1854 the police made 
many arrests of the so-called federalists and autonomists, 
hundreds of whom were sentenced to be bastinadoed and 
then were exiled to Nerchinsk in Siberia. Writers who ad- 
vocated abolition of serfdom were persecuted with espe- 
cial harshness. 

At last in 1857 commissions were appointed by Czar 
Alexander II to work out the realization of the general 
demand, and March 3, 1861, the abolition of serfdom 
was proclaimed; soon privileged jurisdiction was abolished, 
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trial by jury for criminal cases was instituted, and cor- 
poral punishment was done away with. The agitators de- 
sired that the peasantry renounce obedience to the clergy 
and the gentry. A new insurrection in Poland found its 
echo in Lithuania where the peasants were promised per- 
petual grants of land, free from taxation, provided they 
joined in the uprising. Muravyov the ”’Hangman” was 
appointed dictator of Lithuania. The jails were soon filled 
with rebels. Everywhere Muravyov posed as the protec- 
tor of the peasantry against the gentry and the clergy, 
and the Lithuanian peasantry, with but few exceptions, 
remained loyal to Russia. The revolt soon died down, and 
by the end of 1863 it was over in Lithuania; yet it gave 
Muravyov a chance to exterminate at least 9.000 people 
and to exile many, many thousands to Siberia. All tem- 
perance and charity organizations were now abolished, 
many R. Catholic monasteries and churches were closed, 
and any manifestation of the national spirit was sum- 
marily put down. 

When the Russian element had grown stronger, Mura- 
vyov prohibited the printing of Lithuanian books, hoping 
that the Lithuanians would soon be purged of the rotten 
culture” of the West, especially when he found support 
in a few Russophilic clergymen who promised to intro- 
duce the Russian language into the church service. The 
teaching of the Russian language, history and literature 
were made compulsory in clerical seminaries. Both these 
measures — prohibition of the Lithuanian print and the 
compulsory Russianization — were for the Jagiellon Po- 
lish idea really a grand victory, since many Lithuanians 
now turned to the Polish language and the Polish litera- 
ture. 
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Endless misery and distress, especially in the hunger- 
years 1868 and 1869, dwarfed the people in Lithuania in 
stature and in mind. About one-half of the young men 
of the country were unfit for military service through the 
diminution in stature. They began to emigrate en 
masse to England, South Africa, Argentina and the 
United States. The towns and cities at home were filled 
to overflowing by the proletariat who suffered greatly 
from being exploited by the greedy bourgeoisie. 

Private meeting or the singing of patriotic songs were 
made punishable by heavy fines. Land could be bought 
only with the consent of the governor; anyone suspected 
ot having taken part in ovations given visiting bishops 
could not get a permit to buy land. Whole parishes occa- 
sionally forfeited their right to acquire land for insubor- 
dination. Russians on the contrary received all manner 
of advantages in all branches of life. The consequence of 
all this was a great economic depression and indigence 
among the villagers. 


It was necessary to get the consent of the Minister of 
the Interior if the people desired to build a new church. 
Many churches were closed without cause and people who 
resisted the closure, were massacred (Kenstaicel, Krazei). 
The clergy were heavily fined if they held services in the 
neighbouring parishes or preached uncensored sermons or 
failed to announce the coming gala-days. The language, 
the history and the literature of the Lithuanians were ex- 
cluded from the curricula of the schools, and their reli- 
gious instruction the youth received exclusively in Rus- 
sian and were obliged to use Russian prayer books. 

Under such circumstances the Lithuanian press disap- 
peared from the native land and had to seek refuge in 
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Lithuania Minor (Eastern Prussia) and the United Sta- 
tes of America, and the periodicals, printed abroad, were 
disseminated in the motherland. Raids, search, fines, im- 
prisonment, and deportations to Siberia, were matters of 
everyday occurrence (1883—1905). Every year huge 
piles of confiscated books were burned up by gendarmerie 
in the market place in Vilnius. 

Unable to curb the contraband activity of the Lithuani- 
ans the Russian government arranged an understanding 
with Germany in 1897, and in Tilsit a special political po- 
lice agent was appointed. This policy resulted in an in- 
teresting lawsuit at Konigsberg where the Lithuanian 
people in 1902 won a great moral victory over the Czar’s 
and Kaiser’s beadles through the assistence of the Berlin 
”Vorwarts”’. | 

Eventually the government became aware of the futi- 
lity of its criminal work and, on the recommendation of 
Governor-General! Sviatopolk-Mirskij, the Senate of Russia 
passed a decree which set the hateful prohibition aside: 
hence since 1904 the Lithuanian press triumphantly came 
back to Vilnius, the capital of Gediminas. 

It is quite natural that the persecutions of the Rus- 
sian government, defection of a part of the Lithuanian 
nobility and clergy, the revolts of 1831 and 1863, the en- 
croachments of the Polish press, school and language, in- 
flicted cruel wounds, though fortunately not fatal ones, at 
the very heart of the Lithuanians: and yet even when 
the R. Catholic church had become only an instrument 
for the Polish orientation of the people, the common pea- 
sant took up the defence of the rights of his race. The 
teachings of Lelevel and other romanticists had struck 
a good ground when the study of the mothercountry’s 
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history was advocated and extolled; the traditions of the 
past grandeur of Lithuania did not succumb! In further- 
ing the national ideal Lithuania Minor had taken the 
leadership: the labours of Donalitius (+ 1780), Rhesa 
(+ 1843), Kursatis (+ 1884), Girénas, and Kelkis were to 
many Lithuanians of inspiring importance, though the 
authors themselves might not have been conscious of it. 
In Greather Lithuania, besides other authors and their 
contributions, the national history of Simon Daukantas, 
the religious inspiration of Bishop Valancius, the yearly 
Almanacs (1846—1864) of L. Ivinskas — are the prin- 
cipal forrunners of the better days for the common Li- 
thuanian people and its leaders, the democratic intellec- 
tuals of the last three generations. 

Since 1904 books and newspapers have increased in 
numbers by bounds, though the Russian gendarmerie in- 
vented many obstacles anew. If Prof. Volter’s statistics 
can be relied on, from the 16:th century to 1904 only 
2500 Lithuanian prints had appeared, and in the decen- 
nium from 1904—1914 alone the number of issues had 
reached over 2660 in more than 5 millions of copies! A 
testimony to the eagerness of the common people to learn, 
and of the intellectuals to furnish the reading material. 


HI. 


The spiritual energy of the Lithuanian people. 


We already know how the mischievous policy of Mura- 
vyov compelled the Lithuanian press to seek shelter out- 
side of Greater Lithuania. In 1849 Prof. Kursatis began 
to issue a Lithuanian lay newspaper called Keleivis (the 
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Traveler), and in his footsteps followed many other perio- 
dicals in Lithuania Minor, as Kibelka’s Political News, 
Szernus’ Lithuanian News, Jankus’ Sunrise, Biruté, etc. 
From 1883 to 1905 to the local Lithuanian press in Ger- 
many were added many periodicals, which were intended 
for readers of Greater Lithuania, as Dawn, The Light, 
Review, The Bell, Farm and News, The Workmen’s Voice, 
The Country’s Guard etc., and all of them were printed 
in Tilsit alone. The next hearth of Lithuanian thought 
has concentrated itself in the U. S. A. of America where 
the first Lith. Newspaper” appeared in 1879 in the city 
of New York; soon followed other publications, as The 
Lith. Voice, The Union, Lithuania, The Clarion, Mor- 
ning, The Sword, The New Era, Enlightenment, The 
Fatherland, The Soil, The Pennsylvania Workman, The 
Sun, The Future, The Star etc. — All of the above perio- 
dicals were disseminated in Greater Lithuania under Rus- 
sian sway — a fact which shows the futility of a great 
power’s effort to denationalize a people who are bound 
to defend their rigths come what may. 

The Russian government had increased the frontier 
guards and had stationed spies everywhere, and many 
arrests may be attributed to their activity. In 1898, 1899 
and 1901 there were hundreds of people involved in law- 
suits of a political nature. There was a steady rise from 
year to year in the number of confiscated books: from 
1891 to 18938 — 31.718 Lithuanian books were confis- 
cated at the custom houses, on the frontier; from 1894 to 
1896 the number was 40.334 copies; from 1897 to 1899 
the number fell to 39.024, and from 1900 to 1902 it rose 
to 56.182. Yet the Russian government made attempts 
to pose before the world as disseminator of civilization! 
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The period of the suppression of the Lithuanian press 
witnessed the rise of the educational societies among the 
people: Restoration, Lithuania, Morning Dawn, Truth, 
The Pleiades, The Ray, Light, Union, The Ploughmen’s 
Society etc. are the names of a few of such edicational 
organizations which sprang up among the people in spite 
of the government’s measures of repression. Some of 
these societies gave scholarships to poor and worthy stu- 
dents at various universities. | 

Following the year 1904, hundreds of new elementary 
schools and several classical and pro-gymnasiums of boys 
and girls were established. The Lituanian students were 
now at liberty to organize their circles openly. In St. 
Petersburg and Moscow, Warsaw and Kiev, Dorpat and 
Riga, Odessa and Tomsk, topics in history, literature, and 
economics were discussed openly in the students’ sessions. 
Yet the Russian government refused to restore the uni- 
versity of Vilnius though the Lithuanians had proved the 
sincerity of their demand by collecting funds for the same. 

As soon as the Lithuanians were given their right of 
the press, a number of newspapers sprang into existence: 
The Vilnius Daily News, The Farmer, Lithuanian News, 
Hope, The Lith. Nation, The Bee-Keeper, The Rudder, in 
the city of Vilnius; The Lith. Magazine (in St. Peters- 
burg), The Riga News, The Fountain (in Seinai), Society 
(in Kaunas) etc. During war, the Lithuanian refugees in 
Russia do publish The Lith. Voice, Union, The Free Word, 
The Leader etc. 

Besides the newspapers, singing societies, farmer’s 
circles, cooperative store associations, numerous societies 
of credit and two banks (in Vilnius and Kaunas) with nu- 
merous branches in the smaller towns, began t_ thrive. 
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Great stress was put on the organization of young peop- 
les’ educational circles, The Lithuanian Society of Art and 
The Society of Science are in Vilnius. 

Any nation could be proud of the excellence of the lite- 
rary output of this reawakened nation. The Samogetian, 
The Bee, The Hazel Owl, The Witch of Satriya are the 
pseudonyms of some of Lithuania’s gifted women nove- 
lists. The clergy have contributed not a few gifted poets 
and .authors, among them are Maironis, Dambrauskas, 
Margalis, Putinas, Gustaitis and Tumas. The poets Vai- 
chaitis, Steponaitis, Jovaras, Vaitkus, Gira, and Tumenas 
in Lithuania, while Macys, Jurgelionis, Rackauskas, Baniu- 
lis and many others in America have attained considerable 
renown. Daugirdas and Rev. Ziogs are excellent archaeo- 
logists. The late Bishop Baronas, the late Rev. Jaunius, 
the late Bytautas, Jablonskis, and Buga, are the names of 
Lithuania’s remarkable crop of philologists. Nor is there 
a dearth of composers as the names of the following will 
attest: M. Petrauskas in America, Naujalis, Simkus, Rev. 
Sabaliauskas, Stankevicius and Tallat-Kelpsa in Lithua- 
nia. — Ciurlionis, Rimsa, Zmuidzinavicius, Kalpokas, Var- 
nas, Braks (of Lithuania Minor), Sileika, K. Sliupas and 
Dulbis of America are the deserving names in sculpture, 
painting and illustration. Dr. Basanavicius, M. Birziska, 
Janulaitis, A. Voldemaras, J. Yeas and Gabrys are specia- 
lists in the history of the Lithuanian nation. P. Vilei- 
sis, Smetona, Leonas, Dr. Grinius, Dr. Garmus, Dr. Matu- 
laitis, and Dovydaitis, of Lithuania, and Sernas, Sirvydas, 
Laukis, Balutis, Rimka, Vitkauskas and many others of 
America are popular as journalists or as writers on topics 
of general interest. Among the dramatists I should not 
forget to mention the late Alex. Fromas (Guzutis), Vidu- 
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nas, and Gab. Landsbergis as the organizer of theatrical 
circles, especially the ”Vilnius Kankles”. 

In a short essay it is impossible to go into an analysis 
of the work done by the above named authors and wor- 
kers or to enumerate the people who are working in spe- 
cialties, as medicine, engineering, jurisprudence, natural 
science, theology etc. Suffice it to say that at the pre- 
sent time where the Lithuanians do not have their own 
university some twenty Lithuanians occupy positions as 
professors at the various universities in Russia, Austria, 
America ete. And having all this in view how ridiculous 
do those Poles or Germans appear who per fas et 
rnefas endeavour to persuade the world that the ’’poor 
Lithuanian peasant people” do not possess their own lite- 
rature, art, science, or men who could be teachers in the 
nation’s higher schools or the university. 

If the Lithuanian nation had not possessed a sufficient 
number of intellectuals, it could not have given so many 
of its best talents to Poland (Chodzko, Karlowicz, Syro- 
komla, Odyniec, Mickiewicz etc.), or to Russia (Jasiukai- 
tis, Baltrusaitis), or to Germany (Copernicus, Kant), etc. 

In 1905, when Russia was swept by the revolution, no 
other nationality in Russia was able to hold a convention 
as the Lithuanians did in the city of Vilnius where 2000 
delegates assembled in December 4:th and 5:th and pas- 
sed resolutions advocating free education, freedom of or- 
ganization and the urgency of fighting the bureaucracy 
of Russia, besides demanding autonomy for Lithuania 
with a diet in the city of Vilnius. Not long after, in Feb- 
ruary, 1906, the Lithuanians of America held a similar 
convention in the city of Philadelphia, which was attended 
by 169 delegates from all parts of the U. S. A. and which 
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advocated the establishment of a Letto-Lithuanian Repub- 
lic, thereby joining all the branches of the Lithu-Lettic 
race into an independent body politic. 

The Lithuanians have suffered throughout ages from 
German encroachments, as is testified by the 1ate of the 
Old Prussians, of the Letts, and by partial Germanization 
of Lithuania Minor during many years of abhorrent sub- 
jugation. Nowadays a pigmy in the shape of Poland ap- 
pears on the horizon which threatens Lithuania with 
compulsory union. But the Lithuanians before everything 
else to-day concentrate their efferts upon separation from 
all their neighbours and demand their own rights of suze- 
rainty. The nearest neighbours by contiguity, origin, 
language and economic interests are the Letts, and the 
restoration of a political unity of the Lithu-Lettic race 
should be the next duty and the pleasant task of every 
true friend of the Lithuanian nation. 


IV. 
Af the Outbreak of war fury. 


After war had been declared, the Russian government 
decided to suppress the Lithuanian newspapers, first by 
mailing them irregularly, then by submitting them to se- 
vere censorship or by the censors purposely misshaping 
the leading articles. Soon ’Jaunimas” and ’’Ausrine’”’ in 
Vilnius were prohibited as well as ’’Nas Krai” in Ponevezh 
which was edited by Katzenellenbogen. The Lithuanian 
newspapers in Vilnius were hated by the Russians espe- 
cially because some of them (ex. gr. ’Ukininkas’’) used 


29 





near front earlier than the Russian staff at Verkiai. 

Not long after, devastations followed in Lithuania Minor 
(Eastern Prussia) and Lithuanians, old men, women and 
children, deported from Germany, began to arrive in Vil- 
nius (Nov. and Dec. 1914 and Jan. 1915). The poor exiles 
without the necessities of life, in a rigorous mid-winter, 
were scattered all over Eastern Russia indiscriminately, 
and the Lithuanian society ”’Globa” sent out its delegates 
to find out and to aid the wretched people in Voronezh, 
Simbirsk, Saratov and many other places. The Russians 
had deprived them of their goods, whereby even the ad- 
dresses to the aid society had been confiscated. In time 
the Lithuanian Central Committee got some 50.000 roubles 
from the government for their assistence, and ”Globa”’ 
received 100.000 roubles (about 14 of it from America) 
for the benefit of the unfortunate war sufferers. 

One of the exiles to Saratov, a well known Lithuanian 
from Eastern Prussia, describes the sufferings of the de- 
ported people as follows (Cp. ’Tevyne” N:o 2, 1918): 

”*When the war came on, Russians invaded Lithuania 
Minor already in 1914, took away from the Lithuanian 
people all their movable property and money, even widows 
and poor toilers were not spared. Animals were slaugh- 
tered, dwelling-houses burned down, and women, even the 
underaged, were violated. And those, who were not able 
to flee in time to the German front’s protection, were ta- 
ken prisoners and were conducted to all parts of Russia, 
children being separated from their parents and parents 
from their children. Men who had remained at home as 
unfit for war service were removed first. Then, 14 days 
later, women were gathered in and summoned before the 
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Commander who did not permit them to return. And 
then, two days later, children who had been left behind 
were loaded into hay-carts, without compassion, almost 
naked, 50 into each cart, in a bitter cold of 24°, without 
cover or clothes, and without food, were conveyed as pri- 
soners. The mothers were taken to the government of 
Astrachan; therefrom, on account of malaria, they were 
transferred to Krasnyjar and kept under surveillance in 
order to prevent them from ”spying’”’. Children were ta- 
ken to Archangelsk. In Krasnyjar one half of the exiles 
have died from malaria, prevailing there, and the fate of 
their children is unknown to the mothers; efforts were 
rnade to find out, but the Czar’s government has given no 
consent. Thus 214 years have passed. The unfortunate 
mothers do not know anything about their children. Old 
men and old women, unable to withstand starvation and 
cold, some on their voyage, others soon after arrival at 
destination closed their lives miserably. Their corpses, 
covered with muddy planks, and piled up four or more on 
dung-sledges, were conveyed by the Tartars to the place of 
burial. Also many children died who had the fortune to be 
taken with their mothers but whose fathers had been 
summoned to war. They also were covered by the battle- 
field’s soil. Some people have received aid for the first 
two months to the amount of 6 kopecks a day; but when 
the Austrians had retaken Przemysl, neither Russians, 
Germans nor any other states contributed any assistence 
for the entire year. The exiles were left to the favor or 
disfavor of the local inhabitants who were instructed to 
keep us for one week in turn. For our food they were 
chliged, morning, mid-day and evening, to furnish warm 
water, and half a pound of black bread to each exile; this 
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instruction was expressly given in a circular of the gover- 
mor. As couch during the winter-time served the hard 
floor, covered with some congealed straw, left over from 
animal’s fodder, without any cover, in company of these 
people’s beasts. It often happened that in one lair a sow 
was lying with her family, the little sucking pigs, or se- 
veral calves, lambs and pullets which had frozen their 
feet. Besides, the walls were full of bed-bugs, and the 
exiles streaming with vermin, because there were neither 
means nor places to wash or to take a bath. Yet such lod- 
ging and board the exiles had to earn as best they could; 
old women were knitting, and old men or children doing 
all kind of work, always for this half a pound of bread 
and some warm water!...” 

In the mean time the clouds of Russian hate had burst 
upon the Lithuanian Lutherans in the gouvernments of 
Suvalkai and Kaunas: some of them were suspected of 
espionage, others of giving signals to the German army. 
In general they were victims of religious persecution: some 
Roman Catholic clergymen and their companions, the fe- 
male parish devotees, took the opportunity to clear the 
country of the prosperous Protestants, and were not 
ashamed to denounce them as spies to the police which 
grasped at once its chance of getting bribes and the pro- 
perty of the accused. Thus in March 1915 hundreds of 
male, and in May thousands of female Lutherans and 
their children were imprisoned in Kaunas, and Vilnius. 
In the vicinity of Pilviskei some hard drinking colonel 
had hanged 300 Lutherans without trial before he was 
custed from his post by a member of the Romanovs. In 
the district of Vilkaviskis 33 men died on the gallows, in 
the vicinity of Kalvariya about 100 victims were bayonet- 
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ted by the Cossacks. It was dangerous to approach these 
poor suspects, and yet ”’Globa” got at last permission to 
furnish food and moral support to the unfortunate vic- 
tims of prejudice and ill-will. 

There were some pacifists who agitated against war, 
considering blood-spilling immoral; in Riga as well as in 
the gouvernment of Kaunas not less than 80 peasants 
were court-martialled. Such occasions were a welcome 
haying season for the Russian police and gendarmerie: 
under any pretext, as the pretended sale of meat to the 
Germans, Lithuanian peasants were arrested and their 
property plundéred. When after the second invasion of 
Eastern Prussia in February 1915 the returning plunde- 
rers had entrenched themselves between Naumiestis and 
Virbalis, and then took to drink and lose merriment, the 
sudden appearance of Germans who caused the precipitate 
flight of the marauders was interpreted as a positive 
proof that the county of Naumiestis had invited the ene- 
my, and a black revenge was in preparation when at the 
critical moment the known episode with Miasoyedov saved 
them from a bloody punishment. 

It is now known that there are not less than 400.000 
Lithuanian refugees and exiles from Grater Lithuania in 
the realm of Russia. How did it come that so many people 
left their premises? Herein we do not include the Jewish 
people who by thousands were commanded to leave the 
country ,sometimes within 3, otherwise within 12 to 24 
hours. Beside the compulsory removal of the Lutherans 
the Lithuanian inhabitants around Kaunas in a radius of 
10 versts were forcibly chased away, notwithstanding 
their protests even in the face of court-martial. Cossacks 
took care to remove people from the fighting line of whom 
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many took refuge in the forests and returned home when 
the Cossacks had departed. Around Shaulei and Pone- 
viezh the Russians set villages and towns on fire to which 
procedure the district of Vilkmerge resisted, and many 
people for lack of provisions and shelter were compelled 
to leave their motherland; others again, men and women 
(between 14 and 60 years of age), were compelled to dig 
trenches for the Russian army, without receiving any 
remuneration; others carted ammunition, posts etc., to 
and from positions on the front, losing their health as 
well as their horses; some were commanded by the civil 
and military Russian officials to cart the plundered goods 
of their neighbours to the railroad stations. One eyewit- 
ness of such scenes said to me: "it is apparent that the 
Russian army was not at war with the Germans, but had 
come to plunder the people’s possessions and to expatriate 
them!” 

Concerning the beastly behaviour of soldiery towards 
the Lithuanian girls and women® I have not the courage 
to write, rather I refer to Mr. Martus, a Lithuanian Ameri- 
can, who in his memoir ’Lietuvoje Europos Kares Metu” 
(Worcester, Mass., 1916), after relating special incidents, 
says: ”And thus they have robbed Lithuania’s most pre- 
cious possession — virtue, they, the Russian debauchees. 
They have destroyed animals, laid homes in ashes, felled 
our forests, converted fertile soil into fallow; yet all this 
is reparable. But the robbing of virtue is the most pain- 
ful and irreparable loss to Lithuania”. 


* Concerning the German soldiery some interesting details can be 
found in Laura de Turczynowtcs’ work: When the Germans came into 
Poland (New York, 1916); unfortunately the authoress uses Poland and 
Lithuania qus pro que. 
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Thus, then, in order to avoid insult and humiliation, to 
save their health as well as their accumulations, Lithua- 
nians tried to flock to more remote places from the front 
lines, from the awful sights of the battlefields, not know- 
ing then that the Russian government had conceived the 
hellish scheme to remove forever as many of them as pos- 
sible into the interior of Russia, to the tundras or the 
mines of Siberia to replace the Chinese Coolie, and in 
their stead to colonize the country with the Russian 
mouzhicks after the conclusion of the war. 

Highways were full of people tramping towards the 
East... The government or its officials took no care of 
them nor made any povisions for them. Exhausted from 
fatigue and marches and hunger, the refugees and exiles 
fell easy victims to dysentery, scarlet fever, cholera. In 
the hot mid-summer of 1915 their mortality was very 
great indeed. The road sides between Vilnius and Smo- 
lensk look sullen and grim, where the graves of thousands 
of Lithuanian children, men and women, shall forever 
curse the so-called civilization of the XX:th century. At 
the same time it is in some degree a mournful reminder 
of the retreat of Napoleon’s army in the opposite direc- 
tion! 


V. 


Liberty the only Salvation. 


After war came Lithuanians of the United States in 
America held their conventions, and at once established 
Relief-funds for the aid of war-sufferers, and two Inde- 
pendence-funds (national-democratic, and Catholic) in the 
interests of the liberation of their motherland. The 
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question of Lithuania’s independence was laid before the 
Joint Committee on Foreign Relations in Washington, 
Febr. 23, 1916, and a memorandum was presented which 
soon after was printed in the congressional Record. In 
Russia, too, a Central Committee was established in 1915 
which started out with 65 roubles, and ended with 1414 
millions in November 1917, when its funds were expro- 
priated by the bolsheviki. Conventions in Russia and Ame- 
rica passed resolutions to the effect that the mother- 
country, after awful misery and sufferings, besides 
having become a battlefield, cannot be otherwise repaid 
and_ satisfied than by reestablishing its independence. 
Conferences, held in Switzerland, Haag and Stockholm, 
have issued almost identical demands. A conference, held 
in Vilnius, Sept. 18—23, 1917, expressed the demands of 
the occupied Lithuania in no uncertain terms: freedom 
and sovereignty of Lithuania! Hence there cannot remain 
any doubt as to the desires of the Lithuanian people: 
Lithuanians all over the world stand for nothing but Inde- 
pendence and Sovereignty of Lithuania. 

The majority of the powers at war have acknowledged, 
or proclaimed as the aim of the present war, liberation of 
the smaller oppressed nationalities or nations. These of- 
ficial statements could not fail to strenghten the position 
taken by the Lithuanian people. Carnot long ago expres- 
sed the principles of the wonderful French nation: "It is 
the inalienable right of every nation to live apart from 
others, if it so pleases, or, for the vindication of common 
interests, to unite with others, if such be its desire. We 
French, who know no other sovereigns save the peoples 
themselves, have fraternity and not lordship as our sy- 
stem. We worship the principle that every nation, be the 
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territory it occupies ever so small, is absolute master in 
its own house and must, as regards its rights, be treated 
as equal with the greatest; and that nobody can justifi- 
ably violate its independence, unless its own is manifestly 
imperilled.” 

The Lithuanians, beside the inalienable rights of their 
nation, base their demands for independence upon the fol- 
lowing three factors: 

1. Geographic position of Lithuania is excellent: there 
are great rivers, a multitude of lakes, and the people ad- 
join the Baltic Sea; in the Lithuanian country are located 
the ports of Konigsberg, Memel, and in Lettonia—Libau, 
Windau, and Riga; and these items of natural resources 
are sufficient to make a prosperous nation, though the 
area of the country is not large; but the size is imma- 
terial since the small nations ex. gr. the ancient Greeks, 
Venice, Genoa, Holland, Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway have always excelled in progress and civilization. 
Lithuania was not oppressive to other nations in the past; 
besides, it has enriched the world with men like Coper- 
nicus, Kant, Mickiewicz, Kosciuszko and many other cele- 
brities. It is an agricultural country, and already in the 
XV:th and XVI:th centuries its linen cloth productions 
reached even the court of France. Lithuania has adequate 
forces to take up industry and commerce. If deficiency 
in coal and iron is regrettable, yet there is plenty of gyp- 
sum, clay and loam, salt, amber, turf, forests and other 
natural resources. 

2. There is no lack of Intellectuals to take up the ad- 
ministrative, judicial and educational affairs. After going 
through the mill of the Russian Czardom’s hell, there are 
not less than 7000 persons of both sexes with a higher 
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education. It is true that the Russian regime compelled 
our educated sons and daughters to be scattered all over 
Russia, but after the war storm quiets down, most of 
them are willing to return and to work for the welfare of 
the nation and of humanity. Although the Lithuanians 
represented only 1/35 of Russia’s inhabitants, yet their 
physicians alone constitute 5 % of all physicians in 
Russia. Teachers and university professors, lawyers, 
engineers, technicians, chemists, druggists etc. are scat- 
tered over Siberia, Caucasus, Turkestan and Russia pro- 
per. The Lithuanian clergy is found not only in Lithua- 
nia and Russia, but even in Poland. In the government 
offices of administration, in forestry, telegraphy, army, 
and navy, one frequently meets Lithuanian officers all 
over Russia. There is no deficiency in men of fame and 
renown in science, literature and art, and as an instance 
I would mention in the last and present generations Dr. 
Girstautas, Juskevicius brothers, Dr. Kudirka, Rev. Jau- 
nius, Ciurlionis, Jurgis Baltrusaitis... Even according 
to the Russian statistics of 1910, the general education of 
the Lithuanians (at the period of the greatest oppression) 
shows up well; when amid Finns, Esthonians, and Letts 
there are 71—81 % of people, able to read and to 
write, Lithuanians present 52 %, Poles 33 %, and 
Russians — 16 to 22 %. The second conference in 
Stockholm (October 1917) prepared a list of future pro- 
fessors at the university in Vilnius for the subjects in 
medicine, natural sciences, agriculture, veterinary sur- 
gery, history and philology, mathematics, economic scien- 
ce, jurisprudence and theology, on which list neither those 
young people were placed who prepare themselves for the 
teaching chairs nor the polonized Lithuanians, among 
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wnon many could occupy a scientific chair, and it was 
found that 93 persons are fitted to occupy their chairs at 
once! This shows that there is no lack of the teaching 
staff for our university, and only in exceptional cases 
foreign teachers need to be called. 

3. Although during the great revolution in Russia 
general anarchy did not pass by without an echo, espe- 
cially when we remember the oppresive period of Czar’s 
regime and the heavy exactions of the present terrible war, 
yet Lithuanians in general are laborious, orderly and law- 
abiding people. In foreign countries Lithauanian labo- 
rers, though they arrive without a knowledge of foreign 
languages and of a handicraft, are capable and skillful 
and are sought after by employers; many have accumula- 
ted wealth or occupy positions of trust in commerce and 
industry. Their character is rather serious. They keep 
their promises, are hospitable, and appear to be more 
idealists and optimists than materialists or pessimists. 
Once they obtain independence, the Lithuanians will con- 
sider their welfare and education seriously, and will have 
no inclination to annoy their neighbours or disturb the 
European peace as the Balkan peoples did. What was and 
is wanting, is — Liberty; and being thrust by fate be- 
tween the Russian giant, and the powerful Germany, they 
could not think of a revolt with a shotgun in hand. But 
the day is dawning, when it will be unnecessary to war 
with murderous weapons, when physical force will be re- 
placed by Right and Justice in international relations, and 
when an International Parliament with an International 
Tribunal shall be established, the Lithauanian country 
will be able to get along without large armies or war 
fleets, and will apply all its faculties to the increase of the 
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intellectual, material and moral wealth, by which it shall 
add its brick to the mansion of advance and progress of 
the entire civilized world. 

From what was said above, it should be evident why the 
Lithuanians, among others myself, do propagate the ideal 
of establishing a Lithuanian Lettic republic which would 
unite the whole race in the work for civilization. No 
Lithuanian is yearning for conquests, or imperialistic po- 
licy, yet they persistently insist upon regaining the legacy 
of their forefathers. In their convictions they are demo- 
crats, and republicans, and therefore do not desire a dy- 
nasty to rule the Lithuanian nation. Lithuania has fur- 
nished the Romanovs (cp. Prof. Kliuczevskij’s History of 
Russia) to Russia, the Jagiellons to Poland; hence in case 
of necessity or compulsion from outside, prominent fami- 
lies from their own midst could be selected for the high- 
est office of the country. But Lithuanians, like the 
world in general, to-day are rapidly approaching a new 
era where every individual finds his valuation, and where 
despots, even constitutional monarchs, are either abhorred 
or deposed. 

It is expected that the entire world, but especially the 
neutral countries, will take a lively interest in obtaining 
and maintaining permanent peace between nations for the 
interests of liberty and civilization. Now, could anyone 
expect that the Lithuanian nation, so keenly feeling the 
injustice forcibly heaped upon it for more than a century, 
shall cease in its efforts until liberty shall prevail? A 
Lithuanian Lettic republic will be the only preventive 
against revolts or perpetual unrest and agitation. 

Vox populi, vox Dei — is an old saying, and we 
look forward to its realization. 
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Judicious demands. 


At the moment when the Lenin—Trotskij government 
of Russia entertained peace pourparlers with Germany at 
Brest Litovsk nothing better could be said on the part of 
Lithuanians than what has been expressed in the resolu- 
tions of the envoys of the Lithuanian parties in Stock- 
holm, Jan. 3, 1918, which have deservedly attracted the 
attention of the press in general. They read as follows: 

The Lithuanian nation was subjected to untold suffe- 
rings although it was no partner in the causation of the 
European war. 

The Russians, especially when retiring before the in- 
vading German armies, have fearfully devastated the 
country ; wherever it was possible — farmhouses, villages, 
towns, crops etc. were set on fire, the inhabitants were 
partly exterminated, partly in crowds, hungry and half- 
naked, were dragged away to the interior of Russia and 
many of Siberia, with the express purpose that after the 
war their lands shall be occupied by Russian colonists. 

The Lithuanian people were exposed to hunger and star- 
vation through the endless German requisitions, and they 
were neglected and set back in the administration of their 
country. Besides, the natural resources of Lithuania — 
especially the forests and the animal world — have been 
plundered, the inhabitants were overburdened with com- 
pulsory labor, or imprisonment and fines, without even an 
inkling of the causes therefor. Their public organs, as 
newspapers etc., their meetings and deliberations, were 
proscribed until recently (September 1917.) 
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In the name of Justice and the world-peace, relying 
upon historical and inalienable national rights, we — ple- 
nipotentiaries of the Lithuanian parties, present at Stock- 
holm, — do hereby proclaim the following demands: 

1) Russia has lost all claims on Lithuania by its inhu- 
man oppressions lasting 120 years and by untold barba- 
rities committed during the present war upon a guiltless 
population. It shall now make a reparation of its heinous 
crimes: 

a) by proclaiming the Lithuanian nation in its na- 
tural ethnographical boundaries to be free and inde- 
pendent from Russia; 

b) by restitution to all exiles and all institutions 
robbed before and during the war. 

2) Germany whose armies hold the country in occupa- 
tion as Lithuania and Bielostok” shall 

a) acknowledge the Lithuanian nation, for the sake 
of justice and the injuries unjustly inflicted, indepen- 
dent and sovereign in political and economic re- 
spects, in the ethnographical boundaries of the Li- 
thuanian nation, wherein the Lithuanian parts of 
Eastern Prussia (Lithuania Minor) must be included, 

b) its armies shall be retired from the Lithuanian 
state and country, and thereby the integrity of the 
nation and its territory shall be confirmed. 

3) The Lithuanian army, at present at least 100,000 
men in Russia, in the name of the Lithuanian nation 
shall be permitted to return and to occupy the mother- 
country, in order to keep peace therein. 

4) Under the protection of its national army the Li- 
thuanian nation shall be able to declare its will without 
pressure from outside: a Constituent Assembly of the 
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Lithuanian nation in Vilnius shall be convened, the Con- 
stitution of the country and the form of government shall 
be proclaimed, the government and administration of the 
country shall be instituted, in order that the wounds, in- 
flicted by the war, shall be healed as soon as possible, and 
the population saved from the horrors of starvation. 

5) In all peace negotiations, touching the interests of 
the Lithuanian nation, the Lithuanian people shall be per- 
mitted to actively and effectively participate by its pleni- 
potentiaries, in order to safeguard its financial and econo- 
mic interests, and to protect its independence and inte- 
grity. 

6) In case Russia of the future should be cut off from 
the Baltic Sea, the Lithuanian ports at the Baltic Sea — 
according to our opinion — shall by the Lithuanian na- 
tion be made accessible to the transit of Russian merchan- 
dise without customs duties, as well as to merchandise of 
other nations which do not border upon the sea. 

7) The Lithuanian nation demands that restitution for 
damages inflicted during the war, wherein the Lithuanian 
nation shares no guilt, shall be made by Russia and Ger- 
many. For the appraisement of damages incurred the 
Lithuanian nation shall appoint a special suitable com- 
mission. 


VII. 
The Letts and the “Balts“. 


It seems probable that Germany would be much happier 
to-day if a great deal of her war-literature and original 
projects when the war enthusiasm was aflame could be 
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-eonveniently destroyed or forgotten. How much easier it 
would be to-day to gain the confidence of the exploited 
Lithuanians if Wronka, Rohrbach and many others had 
not widely discussed the projects of colonization of the di- 
strict of Kaunas by 600.000 Germans and the dispersion 
of the Lithuanian expropriated peasants as common labo- 
rers over Germany! And a great deal of nonsense written 
about the annexation of Lettonia to Germany, thereby ex- 
citing and provoking anger and indignation among mas- 
ses of the Letts, and many similar utterances, will un- 
doubtedly be regretted in the near future. | 

The Pan-Germans and other annexationists pose none 
the less as protectors and saviours of their kindred kul- 
turtraegers in the Baltic provinces who constitute scar- 
cely 414% of the population, and consist on one side 
of more or less progressive townspeople and traders, and 
on the other — of a most reactionary nobility, the blood- 
suckers of the Letts for many centuries who not long ago 
even in Germany were despised as the Mamelukes of Czar- 
dom. And no wonder, if we only remember men like Witt- 
genstein, Diebitsch, Berg, Kaulbers, Fredericks, Plehwe, 
Rennenkampf, Stiirmer and Osten-Sacken. 

Already J. G. Herder who had lived in Riga and had 
personally observed the conditions, yearned for the time 
when the yoke of servitude shall be lifted from the down- 
trodden and despised Lett. His contemporary, the hu- 
manitarian G. Merkel warned the barons and fortold a 
future in which they shall tremble at the judgement upon 
their tyrannical actions. Yet the barons thought nothing 
of it, relying not only on the privileges they possessed, 
but also on the position they had acquired through their 
connections and protections with the Russian Court and 
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despotic government. And their paid historian Schirren 
for a time could not be contradicted when he contended 
that ’there never was nor to-day is there a people in the 
land. The villagers must be held in terror by violence. 
In Livland there are only victors and vanquished”. And 
the German barons in Russia played the role of the chief 
reactionaries all the time, fearing only the democratic 
tendency of the Russian influence at their home seats. 
Curiosly enough even Treitschke and Bismarck despised 
the barons who ’’in dirty calculation had sold their natio- 
nal and cultural interests.” 

Yet to-day German annexationists lend an eager ear 
to the propaganda of the German-Baltic noble beasts”. 
Already in 1905—06, during the revolutionary outburst in 
Russia and especially in Lettonia, Germany had concen- 
trated its army on the Russian frontier to help the hard 
pressed "kulturtraegers” against the Lettic democracy 
which soon, under the leadership of the barons, was drow- 
ned in streams of blood, especially the intelligent classes 
of the Letts had to suffer the brunt of persecution then. 
And when after the revolution the Lettic language was in- 
troduced in the schools, the Germans became again alar- 
med, particularly their pastors, and no means were spared 
to denounce curator Levshin, the originator of the incon- 
venient innovation, as a revolutionary and to oust him 
from the responsible position. The government then me- 
naced schools with denationalization, and the Letts, for- 
getting their sufferings, invited Germans to a common 
struggle for the cultural interests of the country; but the 
barons cared not a finger-snap for Russianization as an 
oppressive measure of their national rights, and turned 
their careful attention to the restoration of their unlimi- 
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ted arbitrariness, their privileged sale of whiskey and beer 
in their rural inns, and to the baneful struggle against ab- 
stinence! German barons preferred the annual income of 
half a million roubles from their 700—950 inns to a recon- 
ciliation with the exploited Lettic population. According 
to official sources in 1897 there were in Courland 2644 
nobles among them 252 individuals or 9 % illiterates, 
whereas among the Letts of the same age (16—60 years) 
there were only 6.5 % illiterates! 

Rarely a voice dared to be heard for an understanding 
with the Lettic people; such a tendency is felt in F. Duck- 
meyer’s "Die Deutschen in Russland”, in ’’Wir Balten” of 
Kirchenstein and Tornius (1906) ; even then an impossible 
condition was suggested, namely the ”Eindeutschung”’ ot 
the indigenous inhabitants. 

The true interests of the country are represented by the 
Letts, not by the German insignificant minority, and 
therefor the national and cultural interests can be solved 
by the Lettic democracy only. Not the ex-honorary police- 
man Silvio Broederich is the spokesman of Lettonia, but 
deputies elected by the people, such as Osols, Dr. Pried- 
kalns, Goldmans, Salits and others. Yet these representa- 
tives as well as the entire Lettic population are against 
a German annexation. The Lettic Information Bureau in 
Switzerland and the Editor of ’Latvji Arzemes” in Fe- 
bruary 1917 directed a letter to President Wilson, implo- 
ring him to assure the Letts autonomy in the Russian Re- 
public. The national poet and philosopher J. Rainis, in 
the name of the people, assured the world that Letts stand 
for their territorial integrity, their national indivisibility, 
and their solidarity with the Russian commonwealth. 
While the position of Prof. Balod of Berlin could be 
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questioned, Dr. Forel in Switzerland has created a com- 
mittee of representative people to study the Lettic ques- 
tion and to support the nation’s desires. (Its seat is at Ge- 
neva, rue Toepffer, 8). 

It is well known what role the Lettic regiments have 
played in the war and in the Russian revolution; Keren- 
ski’s overthrow and the durability of Lenin’s and Trocki’s 
regime are largely due to the support of the Lettic troops 
which are sincerely convinced that the Lettic democracy 
is fighting for ”’free Lettonia in Free Russia” as well as 
for the free development of all nationalities in Russia; 
their enemy is the imperialistic encroachments, and they 
fear a return of reactionary despotism in the realm. It 
was the Lettic Social-democracy which adressed ’’an 
open letter’, Aug. 20, 1915, to the German Social-de- 
mocracy at the time of the German invasion into Cour- 
land, calling on them to work for ’revolutionary socialis- 
tic convictions, for the international solidarity of the pro- 
letariat’’, and to stop the fearful murder of nations. And 
only lately (July, 1917) ‘Austra Osolin in ’Selbstbefreiung 
oder Selbstvergewaltigung”’ accuses the German Social- 
democracy of supporting the imperialistic subjugation 
projects whereby they behave themselves like the most 
dangerous and cleverest co-conspirators of a nationally or- 
ganized robber gang’; when peace comes — she says — 
it will be brought about ’’not by the armed fist of a crow- 
_ned war-kindler, but by the free nations.” 

After the occupation of Courland, German agitation 
against the Letts did not stop. Pastor Fr. Bernewitz (Dec. 
1915) while encouraging his coreligionists to "liberate”’ 
Courland, accuses the Russian government of having con- 
ceded too much freedom of the press to Letts and by its 
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racial policy to have educated the Lettic people to Nationa- 
lism, Socialism and Atheism, which accusation more truth- 
fully should have been directed against the ’Mamelukes 
of Czardom”’. A. Geiser (Umschau im Osten, 1916) in- 
stigates the German government to compel Letts who do 
not want to appreciate the benefits of the German lan- 
guage to follow the retreating armies into Russia which is 
responsible for the ”’Nationalism and Socialism of the 
Young Letts’, ’that physical mass-infection of the Lettic 
people”. He advises energetic bleeding by the German 
*kultur’ and praises the ”easy and lucky arm” of the 
present German civil government which in order to pa- 
cify the occupied Courland has murdered 2 % of the 
Lettic population for treason”. — This does not seem 
to be much in advance of the methods of the Petrograd 
red guards”. 

In September 1917 in Mitau the German Landtag had 
its session and decided to elect a Landesrat based on the 
difference of classes (27 deputies from bonanza farms, 27 
from small farms, 17 from cities, 4 from nobility, 5 from 
the protestant and catholic churches) and Sept. 21 it was 
inaugurated, the 80 deputies consisting of 49 Germans, 29 
Letts, 1 Lithuanian and 1 Jew. Without any further com- 
mentary it is clear that such a Landesrat cannot but put 
its hope in the support and protection of the German Em- 
pire. The latest reports say that the Landesrat offered 
Courland’s crown to Kaiser Wilhelm and that by entering 
into military, customs, traffic, mint and weight conven- 
tios and other treaties it desires to connect Courland with 
Germany in the tightest possible way. 

Yet, such a solution of the destinies of Lettonia is vil- 
lainy and fraud, and it cannot last long. The Letts who 
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at present either by compulsion or for other reasons have 
taken up their abode in Russia, will come home and claim 
their share of property and civic rights. In democratic 
times no class administration can claim the support of the 
inhabitants or of the world, especially where — as is the 
case in Lettonia — the democratic principles are so uni- 
versally professed and adhered to. Next comes the addi- 
tion of the Letts in Livland, and of the Letgalli in the di- 
strict of Vitebsk; the entire Lettic nationality being uni- 
ted shall not suffer a class administration, and less yet the 
prevalence in it of the irreconcilable German element which 
constitutes an imperceptible minority (414 %). 

Another, and a more just solution of the political fu- 
ture of Lettonia must be sought, and it is not difficult to 
find. My booklet ’on the Lithuanian Lettic Republic” 
(Stockholm, 1918) gives a key thereto. 

When traveling in Russia in the summer 1917, it beca- 
me clear to me that the orientation of the Letts was 
wrong. Therefore in Petrograd and Moscow I approached 
their refugees and exiles, their national democratic party, 
and the staff of ’Dzimtenes Wehstnesis”, and proposed to 
the Letts the idea of formation of a Lithuanian Lettic Re- 
public, independent of all neighbours, and constituted on 
democratic principles. The idea was received by most of- 
the people, seen by me, as a desirable solution of the 
question, the more so, as the Lithuanians and the Letts 
belong to one race by their origin and speak a language 
very akin. Both nationalities adjoin the Baltic Sea, and 
both are democratic in their tendencies. Some of the 
Letts had their doubts then as to a possibility of getting 
away from Russia — which doubts at present have no 
foundation, and others were apprehensive for the future 
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of Riga which might lose its supplies and commerce from 
the Russian "hinterland”’. Since Russia must and will ha- 
ve a window to the corrupted west”, the new republic — 
according to the proposition of Mr. Toynbee (’’Nationality 
and the war”, 1915) — shall offer a transit and access to 
the Baltic Sea to Russian merchandise without customs 
duties and in this way a mutual benefit and agreement 
can be effected and realized. 

Even the Letts in Switzerland seem to have changed 
their attitude as to the future ’autonomous Lettonia” in 
the "free Russian republic’, especially keeping in view 
that Russia for several generations to come cannot be ex- 
pected to shake off its turbulence and anarchy, and on 
Febr. 8, 1918, they held a conference in Bern with Lithua- 
nians. My sincere hope is that both nationalities, capable 
physically and intellectually, shall find in the Lithuanian 
Lettic republic the real and best solution af all their trou- 
bles and ambitions and that the warring nations in their 
Peace Congress, by recognizing the Lithu-Lettic nation as 
a new member of the fraternity of the nations of the 
world, shall recompense the sufferings of the Letts and of 
the Lithuanians for the injustices of the old regime. The 
international sanction of an independent and sovereign 
Lithu-Lettic republic, at the same time, shall be, ’the ex- 
piation of the conscience of humanity, the moral excul- 
pation for the monstrousness of the present world war.” 


Vir. 


Relation to the neighbouring nations. 


The people, living in Lithuania, are entitled to their 
own decision as to what the future of the country shall 
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be, and the conference of the Lithuanians, held at Vilnius, 
Sept. 18—23, 1917, when electing the Lietuvos Taryba, the 
National Council of Lithuania, has given expression in its 
resolutions to the desires of the nation. The Lithuanians 
in Russia, America, and elsewhere (Switzerland, Sweden 
and Denmark), do unanimously support the country’s de- 
cision, expressed as follows: 

”For the free development of Lithuania it is necessary 
to form an independent, democratically ordered _ state, 
within ethnographical confines, with the indispensably 
unavoidable corrections for its economic exigencies. 

”’The racial minorities of Lithuania must have assuran- 
‘ ces of conditions appropriate to the interests of their cul- 
ture. 

”¥For the final arrangement of the foundations of an in- 
dependent Lithuania and of its relations to the neighbo- 
uring states the Constitutional Assembly in Vilnius must 
be called, the delegates to which must be elected in a 
democratic way by all its inhabitants.” 

But the second part of the resolutions which was pas- 
sed under pressure of the German government, is am- 
biguous and elastic, and says: 

”In case Germany should consent, before the Peace Con- 
gress takes place, to proclaim the Lithuanian State and in 
the Peace Congress should uphold the interests of Lithu- 
ania, the Lithuanian Conference, remembering that 
the interests of Lithuania in the normal condition 
of peace sway not as much to the East and not as 
much to the South, as to the West, acknowledges the pos- 
sibility for the future Lithuanian state to enter into cer- 
tain yet in future to be defined relations, in a way which 
should not compromise its independent development.” 
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Now, Germany has enjoyed great advantages from 
the occupation of the Lithuanian territory; not only its 
army was supplied with food through exacting requisi- 
tions, not only German trenches were dug or highways 
were built under compulsion by the Lithuanian people, re- 
maining at home, but — what is of particular importance 
— all German fronts were supplied with the necessary 
timber from the immense Lithuanian forests. Europe 
seems not to realize yet what advantages Germany 
has gained by devastating Lithuanian groves and fo- 
rests and thus saving its own forests. And yet Germany 
knows no gratitude to the denuded territory. It ties the 
hands and feet of Lithuania, by demanding the following 
impossible conditions: 


1. As far as territory in White Russia or Poland is 
concerned, Germany is willing to leave at the disposition 
of Lithuania as many tracts as the Lithuanians would like 
to claim, if they only renounce access to the Baltic Sea, 
and especially relinquish their claims to the Niemen and 
Pregel basins, their legitimate outlets to the Sea. 


2. Germany demands a military offensive and defensi- 
ve convention: the Lithuanian army shall remain under 
German command and participate in Germany’s wars at 
home. Wars in the colonies are excepted. 

3. A customs-union shall be established between Ger- 
many and Lithuania whereby the Lithuanians shall be 
compelled to deliver their raw-materials and cereals to 
Germany in exchange for German industrial products. 

4. Germany demands the control of Lithuanian finan- 
ces, railways, consular representation of foreign countries, 
ete. 
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Although everybody recognizes the fact that necessity 
will compel Lithuania to entertain mercantile relations 
with Germany as the nearest neighbour, yet the above 
stated exactions mean nothing else but the strangulation 
of the future Lithuanian state; instead of independence 
and sovereignty there is the most objectionable dependen- 
ce and German domination in sight. Therefor one could 
only be surprised if the National Council at Vilnius should 
sign the compact, and that is the reason why the procla- 
mation of Lithuania’s independence has been delayed sin- 
ce January 8, 1918. 

The Lithuanian National Council in Vilnius, in its ses- 
sion of Febr. 16, 1918, unanimously resolved to direct the 
following address to the governments of Russia, Germany 
and other states (Vossische Zeitung, Febr. 18, 1918): 

"The Lith. Nat. Council being the only representative 
of the Lithuanian people proclaims on the basis of the re- 
cognised right of self-determination of nations and of the 
decision of the Lithuanian Conference, which was held in 
Vilnius Sept. 18—23, 1917, the reestablishment 
of the independent Lithuanian state, built upon 
democratic foundations with the capital Vilnius, and its 
separation from all state connections which had existed 
with other nations. 

"At the same time the Lith. Nat. Council declares that 
the foundations of this state and its relations to the other 
states shall finally be laid by the Constituent Assembly, 
to be convoked as soon as possible, which must be elected 
by all inhabitants on a democratic basis. 

”By communicating this to the Imperial German go- 
vernment the Lith. Nat. Council, adds its request to re- 
cognize the Independent Lithuanian State.” 
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Although Erzberger, David, Graber and many other 
members of the Reichstag insist upon an immediate re- 
cognition of the sovereignty of Lithuania, the German 
government uses all means to compel the Lith. Nat. Coun- 
cil to accept German protectorate and dependence of 
Lithuania. 


It is obvious that the Lithuanians are not in a hurry 
to bow their heads before the German Junker class, hop- 
ing to extricate themselves from German snares at the 
coming Peace Congress, though the obstinate silence, ob- 
served by president Wilson, Lloyd George and Clemen- 
ceau, concerning Lithuania’s destiny, has not given any 
encouragement in that direction. Hence Bishop Karevi- 
cius of Kaunas and some other clergymen of Lithuania 
take it for granted that Lithuania has nothing to expect 
from the Entente powers, and are already willing to meet 
the German demands with favour, and even propose a 
German presidency in the civil government of the country. 
This same clerical element advocates a monarchical form 
of government and already casts a gracious eye upon a 
German prince (Herzog von Urach) as the future king of 
Lithuania. 


The insinuations of Lokal-Anzeiger that Erzberger has 
initiated an agitation for Lithuania’s independence, and 
that Lithuanians neither are ripe for such a state nor have 
the necessary institutions, are impudent and ridiculous, 
and only serve as proof of how the peace with Ukraine 
has reawakened the Pan-German appetite for annexa- 
tions, open or cloaked, and how the principle of self-deter- 
mination of nations is nothing more than a scrap of paper 
for the war-party of Germany. 
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Lithuanians were before and now remain convinced that 
liberty will not come by grace of Germany, but from the 
victorious Western powers and from Western democracy 
when the annexation hungry Pan-German greediness 
shall have been stifled and throttled. The present Ger- 
man militarists are worthy descendants of the armour- 
shining Teutonic Order who knew neither Justice, nor 
Brotherhood of Man, nor respect for Liberty of nations. 

Rapprochement with Poland has not found any en- 
couragement whatever on account of the Poles’ lust for 
curbing the Lithuanians under Polish suzerainty and on 
account of their ambitions to further ’’cultural’’ conquests 
in Lithuania. Not only the Polonized elements in Vilnius 
spare no efforts to terrorize the inhabitants unfavorable 
to a union with Poland by possible and impossible buga- 
boos, or make appeals to the German government in favor 
of the privileged class of the great landowners (who con- 
stitute about 2 % of the population) who hope to 
prosper under the rule of Poland, but even the ’brotherly 
Poles” of Warsaw find no consolation in the prospect of 
withdrawal of the Lithuanian intellectual forces. It is 
indeed disagreeable to part with the hope that no new 
Lithuanian Kosciuszkos, Mickiewiczes, Syrokomlas, Sien- 
kiewiczes, etc., shall spread the glorious aureola of Poland 
over the world. Either the aristocratic Poland will be 
divested of the fountain of its inspiration, or it must be 
prepared by the force of arms to teach the stubborn 
Lithuanian democracy what the ’brotherly Polish love’ 
is capable of. Failure of the Brest Litovsk negotiations 
and the new advance of German armies to the East have 
dispersed these chimerical projects for the present. Ne- 
vertheless, Poles continue to cling to the idea that if Li- 








56 


thuania should constitute itself a constitutional monarchy, 
they would elevate the Lithuanian monarch to the Polish 
throne, and again renew the Jagiellon idea of a personal 
union of the two countries. The "insignificant and poor 
peasant-people” of Lithuania — let us hope — will evade 
a repetition of that historical blunder either by establi- 
shing a republic, as is desired by the majority of Lithua- 
nians in Russia and America, or by providing — if a con- 
stitutional monarchy should be unavoidable — that the 
Lithuanian king, accepting a foreign crown, must uncon- 
ditionally abdicate. Excepting the Polish intrusive- 
ness and their desire to dominate, to direct the economic 
resources and to allure the intellectual energy into foreign 
service, the Lithuanians have no ill-feeling towards their 
southern neighbours, and in all probability more amicable 
relations will be established after both states emerge from 
their present abnormal condition and after their respective 
boundaries have definitely been drawn. 

Poles make much ado in Europe and America concerning 
possession of the Lithuanian capital, the city of Vilnius, 
which is located in the ethnographical Lithuania. As the 
city of Prague in Bohemia or Lodz and Warsaw in Poland, 
are in the majority inhabited neither by Czechs nor Poles, 
and yet cannot be separated from those two nations, so 
the city of Vilnius is not only an economic centre of 
Lithuania, but the more highly valued as the religious 
and cultural and artistic centre of the nation. How any- 
kody could even dream of robbing Lithuania of its histo- 
rical sanctuary, is really a mystery! According to natio- 
nalities, living in the city, Vilnius is as cosmopolitan in 
character as any other larger centre in the world. Poles 
by extraction are not many there; many more are Polo- 
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nized Lithuanians. But whether Polonized or Russianized 
at present some people are, Vilnius has always been and 
shall remain Lithuanian as long as the Lithuanian nation 
is alive. Only over the corpses of the Lithuanians can 
the Poles wade to the possession of the national sanctuary ! 

That the perfidious neighbour is longing for property 
belonging to others and that his voracity is not easily 
appeased, is shown by his desire to appropriate and to 
devour the government of Suvalkai. A truly ’Sarmatian”’ 
land hunger! And yet it cannot be disputed that Lithua- 
nians live on that soil from immemorial times and that 
only political unscrupulousness could have joined them to 
Poland in the Viennese Congress which took no heed of 
the rights or desires of nationalities. 

When speaking of ethnographical Lithuania, the diffe- 
rence between Poles and Lithuanians arises from an in- 
congruous interpretation of what ethnography means; 
Poles take language alone as the determining factor 
whereas Lithuanians understand ethnography in a broa- 
der sense: the geographic extent, the origin of the na- 
tion, the common historic traditions, common culture and 
civilization, economic interests and language. It cannot 
be disputed that basing their claims upon this sensible 
and scientific basis, the Lithuanians are entitled to the 
possession not only of the districts of Kaunas, Suvalkai, 
Vilnius and Grodno, not excepting Lithuania Minor in 
Prussia, but also to the union with the Letts and Lettgalls 
into one political body, a Lithuanian Lettic Republic, 
against which idea no protests so far have been expressed 
either by Letts or Lettgalls. The White Russians are 
beginning to awaken, and Lithuanians do not extend their 
claims upon a people who remain undeveloped and whose 
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desires for political organization are as yet very misty. 
Poles on the contrary do claim them, on account of their 
former dependence on Lithuania! There is no basis of 
justice in such procedure: it is a matter for the White 
Russians themselves to determine whether they shall join 
Russia, Poland or Lithuania, or shall constitute a separate 
independent state. 


Th Polonized element in Lithuania is making much fuss 
and noise temporarily, before matters have been defini- 
tively settled, hoping against hope that Polish influences 
in Lithuania shall yet prevail. The time has arrived when 
Lithuanians have finally decided to be or not to be, either 
to regain their sovereignty or to die in the struggle for 
liberty. Now or never! 


Turning to the East, we now know what in 1917 we only 
anticipated, namely that the Russian principles of self- 
determination for nationalities and races is only a mask, 
a pretext, to continue the exploitation of smaller peoples 
by the Great Russians, the least educated and civilized of 
all the Russian peoples. The sufferings of Finland, Estho- 
nia and Ukraine must have taught a lesson even those 
who hoped that in a Russian republic there would be room 
for freedom and development of races which are not of 
Slavic stock. The Great Russian government under the 
old regime was a parasite, nay, a vampire of those natio- 
nalities which were weak and could not defend themselves 
against the Russian giant: and the Great Russian pre- 
sent regime (now represented to a great extent by Jews) 
is only a repetition of the times of Ivan the Terrible and 
his oprichniki who murdered and plundered in- 
discriminately. The Federalist Convention at Kiev, where 
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22 nationalities were represented by their delegates, Sept. 
8-—16, 1917, paid due regard to the historical past of Li- 
thuania and to the present will of the Lithuanian nation, 
and resolved to appeal to the government of Russia that 
by a public act it should proclaim the rights of the 
Lithuanians to the formation of a sovereign Lithuanian 
state "out of districts of the Russian and Prussian Li- 
thuanians and of the Lithuanian parts of the district of 
Suvalkai”’. But such a proclamation was not forthcoming, 
either in the times of Kerenski or Lenin, and Mr. Trotski 
at Brest Litovsk played to the gallery all the time by 
requiring a plebiscite of the Lithuanians, in the vain hope 
that the Bolsheviks coming in masses from Russia, would 
upset all schemes of separation and deliver Lithuania back 
into the arms of Mother Russia’s anarchy. Finis Rus- 
Siae, origo Lithuaniae! 

All hail to America! The Lithuanian hopes for support 
are directed, yes — westwards, to France and England, 
but principally to the United States of Ame- 
rica and to the Scandinavian peoples. The U. S. 
has been the country of freedom in which the Lithuanians 
have found refuge in times of stress and persecution. 
There they learned not only trades and handicrafts, but 
received their first lessons in free government. Not in 
vain 850.000 Lithuanian settlers have crossed the Atlan- 
tic: there they were welcome to earn their living, to en- 
joy citizenship in a free commonwealth, to imbibe learning 
in the various branches of industry, and to organize na- 
tionally and to develop their abilities as free citizen and 
as good Lithuanians. And American Lithuanians have 
‘aided during the hard times their mother country in ways 
that they thought proper and useful. President Wilson’s 
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proclamation gave a chance for success of the Lithuanian 
Day in collecting money for the aid of war-suffers, and 
his principles: liberty of great and small 
nations, the oppressed nation’s right to 
the exit from states oppressing them 
— have stimulated the ambition of the Lithuanians to 
establish freedom in their far-away mother-country. No 
other more favorable country than America could the 
Lithuanian exiles have selected, and after the war the 
American Lithuanians undoubtedly will be the first in 
extending help to restore the economically exhausted and 
politically debilitated Lithuanian people at home. 

President Wilson has espoused and championed the 
cause of justice and the right of all mankind on the prin- 
ciple that ’the peace of the world should rest upon the 
rights of the peoples, not the rights of governments — the 
rights of peoples, great or small, weak or proverful — their 
equal right to freedom and self-government and to a parti- 
cipation upon fair terms in the economic opportunities of 
the world” (Reply to Pope, Aug. 27, 1917), and that ”’we 
are fighting for the liberty, the self-government, and the 
undictated development of all peoples, and every feature of 
the settlement that concludes this war must be conceived 
and executed for that purpose... No people must be for- 
ced under sovereignty under which it does not wish to 
live’ (Message to Russia, May 26, 1917). The Lithuani- 
ans and the Letts have directed addresses trom Switzer- 
land and Sweden to President Wilson asking his support 
in their efforts to attain liberty, and of particular impor- 
tance I consider the resolutions, adapted Jan. 6, 1918, by 
the Lithuanian National Council in New York City, which 
read as follows: 


60 


”Be it resolved: 

That our sincere appreciation be herein expressed to 
President Woodrow Wilson for espousing and championing 
the cause of justice and of fairness to all oppressed and 
subject nationalities, and that President Woodrow Wilson 
and the Congress of the U. S. be respectfully requested to 
take at the earliest possible time such action as will lead: 

1) to emancipation and self-government of our friends 
and relatives in Lithuania, 

2) to payment to them by responsible powers for all 
damage inflicted to private property in Lithuania on ac- 
count of this war, 

3) to evacuation without delay of this territory by of- 
ficials, colonists and armies of Germany and Russia, 

4) to most friendly and mutually beneficent relations 
with such countries of the world as have a democratic 
form of government, and 

5) to admission of a Lithuanian representative to the 
conference to be held for conclusion of peace, and 

Be it further resolved, 

That Lithuanians establish and maintain most friendly 
relation with all democratic nations of the world, espe- 
cially with their neighbours, and racial brothers of Let- 
tonia and Lettgallia, and 

That it be made clearly known that the Lithuanians, 
wherever they reside, are emphatic and unamimous in 
their demand that no political union of Poland to Lithuania 
be formed, and 

That these resolutions be published and presented to 
proper authorities of the U. S. and to diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of other countries.” 

And last, but not least, the Scandinavian nations should 
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especially feel a keen interest in the liberation of the races 
living around the borders of the Baltic Sea, because their 
own freedom and continuous welfare in the future might 
be safeguarded, by the Baltic Sea becoming a domestic 
lake where the friendly little states could develop their 
reciprocal commercial relations without a hindrance, and 
where no basis could be established for the operations of 
the spoil seeking nations. Mutual cooperation of the 
small states could secure the stability of their indepen- 
dence and promote the uninterrupted development of their 
social and democratic institutions. Therefore it is rea- 
' sonable to expect that the Scandinavian nations and their 
governments shall use their good offices with the warring 
nations now, and at peace conferences or congresses in the 
near future, in behalf of the establishment of a Lithuanian 
Lettic Republic in the confines of the ethnographical and 
natural lines, occupied by the Lithuanians and the Letts, 
with the unavoidable economic correctives. The Scandina- 
vians are by no means strangers to the Lithuanians and 
the Letts; not only they have ruled judiciously in the Bal- 
tic provinces in the past centuries, but they also posses- 
sed the confidence of the Lithuanian nation in the epoch 
when endeavours were made to shake off the prevalent 
influences of Poland (treaty of Keidany, 1655). The 
Lithuanians are not forgetful of the benefits they did and 
do enjoy during the present war through the Scandi- 
navian people in aiding the Lithuanian war-prisoners or 
otherwise accommodating the unfortunate victims of the 
disastrous European calamity. Let the ties of friendship 
become still closer, not only for humanitarian purposes, 
but still more for the future mutual relations in commerce 
and intellectual exchanges! 


62 
IX. 
Orientation of the Lithuanian nobility. 


_ Germans are as inimical to the Letts as Poles to the 
Lithuanians. In their zeal and ardor to capture foreign 
property and political power in the coveted lands, Germans 
decry the Letts as a ’Bauernvolk”, as the Poles spread 
information broadcast that Lithuanians are only a nation 
of peasants, and hence incapable of governing themselves. 
These contentions are far from, the truth. 

The Lettic bourgeoisie during the last three decades 
was in the stage of formation, and in Riga, Libau, or other 
towns. the Letts had almost equalled the Germans; one 
more decade — and the Lettic element would have had 
predominance over the German. 

In the Lithuanian cities and towns the population con- 
sisted mostly of Jews (40 to 57 %); yet after 1904 the 
Lithuanian traders and artisans began to displace the Je- 
wish retail-dealers and craftsmen. If the war had not 
intervened undoubtedly in another generation the Li- 
thuanian bourgeoisie would have become the leading ele- 
ment in the towns and cities. 

The barons are owners of the bonanza farms in the Bal- 
tic provinces and they had for some time the monopoly 
of inns. The Lithuanian nobility also owns land, and runs 
breweries, but possessed no monopolies since the revolt of 
1863. Both the barons and the Lithuanian nobility own 
property, mansions etc. in the cities, where they generally 
pass the winter, they formed the class of nobility and not 
of bourgeoisie. Besides farming, many barons and 
Lithuanian nobles were in the state service or in the pro- 
fessions. 
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In Petrograd I had a chance to discuss the problems of 
the future with some barons, and I found that they were 
resigned to meet the new conditions with equanimity if 
the Lithuanians should take the reins of government; they 
hardly were able to overcome their animosity towards the 
Letts. In due time the Baltic barons will not be worse 
citizens of the commonwealth than the Letts whom they 
unfortunately had learned to despise. Discord is accen- 
tuated by the difference of race and language. 

It is somewhat different in Lithuania. In previous cen- 
turies princes and nobles were real leaders of the nation; 
they were not foreigners by origin, as the Varingers of 
Russia, but Lithuanians by blood who excelled in love of 
their motherland. It was they who represented the nation 
at the council of Constance, paid visits to Rome, made com- 
mercial treaties with England (in Kynstutis’ time), or 
projected and executed the Lithuanian Statute. 

Unfortunately after the union of Lublin they were the 
first who were struck by the influence of the Polish 
"kultur”’, and many have changed their family names as 
well as adopted the Polish language; even then they cal- 
led themselves Lithuanians and defended Lithuania from 
Polish aggression and aggrandizement. Radzivills (1655) 
and Sapiegas (1704) entertained schemes to separate 
Lithuania from Poland, M. Dauksa was first to publicly 
protest against the Polish language striking deep roots 
into the country. 

The Lithuanian renaissance has many glorious names of 
nobility to record: Poskevicius, Stanevicius, the Juskevi- 
cius brothers, Zelvavicius, Aleknavicius, Valenavicius, 
Fromas-Guzutis etc., and to-day there is a numerous line 
of authors and workers, of noble origin. Dovoina-Syl- 
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vestravicius has for many years been publishing "Litwa” 
in the Polish language in order to reconvert the Polonized 
nobles who had gone astray. To say, then, that the 
Lithuanian nobility is dead for Lithuanism does not agree 
with facts. 

Only one part of the nobility (not more than 2 %) 
has been lured away by Polish cunning, and this part 
alone bars the road to Lithuania’s independence. The 
dastardly policy of Muravyov, who hated the Lithuanian 
nobility, has aided Polish policy in Lithuania. But even 
the nobles, who had been led astray, felt themselves Li- 
thuanians when with the appearance of ’Auszra” (1883) 
they branded the new current in the nation as ’Litvoma- 
niac”, and, unable to understand the new current of 
thought, became the more estranged to the interests of 
the country, the more so when after 1905 Polish patriots 
came to Vilnius and through Polish publications began a 
sharp propaganda for Polish ’kultur’. That this propa- 
ganda was not altogether without success, is made obvious 
by the memorandum, signed by 44 nobles of Vilnius and 
presented to the German Chancellor, in which the misled 
brothers pretend to speak in the name of all’ Lithuano- 
Poles and demand Lithuania’s annexation to Poland. 

That these nobles are wrong is shown by the fact that 
the large landowners in Lithuania do not approve this 
pretentious step. "Tevynes Sargas” (Febr. 26, 1918), 
published in Vilnius, attests that the nobles of Lithuania 
repudiate the memorandum and "are willing to help 
reestablish Lithuania, but not Poland in Lithuania”. Their 
aspirations are formulated thus: 1) in common with the 
entire Lithuanian nation they demand independent Li- 
thuania; 2) being pure Lithuanians in body and in mind 
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they desire to offer their abilities and strength for the 
benefit of Lithuania; 3) the idea of Polonization they call 
the biggest fraud and entertain no sympathy for it, be- 
lieving in the virility and vitality of the national Lithua- 
nian literature and Lithuanian intellectuals. For the cause 
of Lithuania and for the sake of a more fruitful action 
they pray not to sharpen relations with the national (mis- 
led?) minorities of Lithuania.” 

It is evident that amidst the nobility a new orientation 
is ripening, namely a Lithuanian orientation, and the 
Lithuanian nobles will soon come to an understanding 
with the democratic Lithuania and again become good citi- 
zen and beloved members of the commonwealth. Baron 
von Ropp’s appeal to the Lithuanian nobility in ’’Lietuvos 
Ajidas” and in ”’Das neue Litauen” shows that even the 
baronry of Lithuania is in sympathy with the prudent 
aspirations of the ”’poor Bauernvolk”. "In concor- 
dia res parvae crescunt”! 


De 
Confederation of Northern Peoples. 


With the dissolution of Russia the tragedy of Eastern 
Europe, particularly the duress of the oppressed races and 
nationalities, has happily ended forever. One incubus of 
humanity has been thrown off, and no humanitarian will 
ever shed tears on tyrannical Russia’s inglorious grave. 

There remains to be overcome the last and the most 
bloodthirsty Moloch which threatens liberty, equality and 
brotherhood of man; it is German militarism, as well as 
militarism of the entire world. 


Lithaania. 5 
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It is not any trait of German national character, but 
cnly the thirst for power of the German dynasty which 
has been and is brutally and systematically stifling all 
democratic sentiments and aspirations not only at home, 
but abroad as well. 

Might must at last be supplanted by Justice and Right. 

Not the interests of a dynasty must be the leading prin- 
ciples of life, but Law and Liberty. 

”*Eivery nation should provide for the protection of life, 
liberty and property; every nation should encourage the 
pursuit of happiness and establish equality before the law. 
And the application of such principles of law is what the 
writer calls justice. 

If the principles of justice can obtain in one nation 
between its indfviduals, there seems to be no reason why 
the principles of justice could not be applied between races 
and between nations, thus rendering oppression and war 
unnecessary. 

Cannot nations establish an international tribunal 
with competent judges appointed by agreement for the 
interpretation and application of international law in all 
disputes between races and nations, or between their 
states? 

And to preclude the possibility of a war between ra- 
ces and nations in the future, all nations, by mutual agree- 
ment, should disarm, and hand the control of the produc- 
iton of arms to the international tribunal itself. The 
production of engines of destruction should be made an 
international monopoly. 

For the enforcement of its decrees, the international 
tribunal should have an international police force on land 
and sea at its disposal. For maintenance of such a police 
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force each nation should be subject to a levy payable i» 
proportion to the number of its population.” 


These are ideas which I wrote down in 1915, thinking 
of the future of the Lithuanian nation. And these views 
I emphasize to-day more strongly than ever. Even the 
Imperial Chancellor of Germany came to the conclusion 
that a general League of Nations for the safeguarding of 
world’s peace in the future becomes a matter of necessity, 
when he says: 


”If, when the war is ended, this terrible destruction of 
property and life is at length fully realised by the world, 
then throughout the whole world a cry will go up for pea- 
ceful settlements and for Constitutions which, as far as 
lies in human power, shall prevent the recurrence of such 
monstrous calamities. This cry will be so strong and so 
justifiable that it is bound to lead to this result: that Ger- 
many will honestly cooperate in considering any attempt 
to find a practical solution and in working for its realisa- 
tion. All the more so if the war, as we confidently expect, 
produces political conditions which will further the free 
development of all nations, great and small.” 


Yet in the mean time a most exasperating struggle is 
going on in behalf of silly imperialism which has lost its 
prestige in the world and has played out its ignominious 
role. From the viewpoint of the smaller nations it hardly 
matters much to-day whether the war ends in a draw or 
who shall be the winner in the mad contest, because the 
oppressed peoples, having once come to the recognition 
and realization of their rights, will not go silently into the 
snares of any power, trying to impose fetters in one man- 
ner of another. 
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To restore Russia, that semi-civilized Asiatic giant, on 
the foundations of the few Westerly sound nationalities, 
may be a pleasant dream to some, but happily it is unrea- 
lizable. The little nations won’t become tools of exploita- 
tion on promises and will not be driven forward into new 
dangers of war and armaments, while old wounds remain 
unhealed. Will anybody undertake to reirritate them 
anew? Even the idea of the United States of Russia is 
not alluring, where the lazy, turbulent Great Russians 
could through their numerical preponderance, continue 
the exploitation of the thrifty and energetic little races. 
Besides, in 1905, the governmental machinery of Russia 
was only partially paralyzed, and yet it took years until 
the punitive expeditions, wading through streams of blood, 
were able to bring the dissatisfied peoples into submis- 
sion; to-day the whole machinery has been shaken to its 
foundations. A rebuilding is necessary from the begin- 
ning, and this process cannot be accomplished in one gene- 
ration. People who entertain the chimerical idea of a new 
Russia in its old confines, have no conception of what 
misery and abyss Russia presents. Russian people have 
to learn what law is and what meaning there is to duty. 
Or will even sanguinary fields of battle not convince the 
powers that world-empires like the Russian are out of 
place in a decent society of nations? 

The point d’appui must be sought now somewhere 
else. Not the numbers of any people can play the princi- 
pal part in the drama of life, but intellect, industry, love 
of liberty (not of anarchy), and devotion to duty. 

Germany, as it is constituted to-day, the imperialistic 
Germany is as dangerous to the welfare of the small na- 
tions and of the world as is the disorderly Russia; but de- 
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mocratic Germany, a new Germany of the next future, 
must be looked forward to with hope as a force for pro- 
gress and justice and higher ideals. When the military 
class shall have been subdued and buried, the new Ger- 
many may become a substantial prop for the welfare of 
the smaller nations and for the progress of the world. 
When the war inebriation passes off, and when democracy 
prevails in Germany, Germans as well as the sober En- 
tente peoples will not condemn the principle of self-deter- 
mination of peoples, but will look upon it as a fountain 
for the new life of mankind. But this new life cannot be 
expected to thrive in the old and worn out forms of the 
extinct world-empire; the smaller peoples are already 
pointing the way to a new starting-point. 


Ukraine, once permanently established, knows no grati- 
tude to old Russia; although it will meet many obstacles 
in solving burning questions — agrarian, industrial, mili- 
tary etc. —, yet it hates the agressive policy of imperialism 
with all sincerity, and the best intellectual forces of the 
country connot be led astray to turn back the common 
weal. People are looking ahead to a new and better future, 
trying to forget the shackles that they have thrown off. 


Poles, upon whose political slickness, some powers may 
lay undue stress feel themselves caught in a cage, being 
located amidst peoples who from long experience know 
their national character and therefore entertain no false 
hopes. They may stir some dust and make much ado, 
but practical results will be few. Their chauvinistic claims 
of aggrandizement have exploaded, and Poles will be 
obliged to satisfy themselves with their own property. 
If Poles itch, their neighbours need not scratch themselves! 
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Lithuania’s activity is suspended at present by German 
imperialism, but independence is bound ta come. Sove- 
reignty of the people, human dignity, and intellectual 
cignity cannot be degraded to mere caricature. Lithuania 
intends to be democratic in its whole organization of ju- 
stice, finance, local government, cooperation etc., and it 
is therefore that Germany tries to exact stringent com- 
pacts from the National Council in Vilnius which cannot 
grant them before the country is set free. Only free 
peoples can make compacts from their choice and fulfill 
obligations they have entered into. Obtrusive insistence 
by Germany upon ’’eternal” compacts is unjustifiable, un- 
reasonable, if not silly. 

The Letts, although their working classes are deep in 
the Russian mire and decadence will soon come to reason 
and perceive the futility of keeping away from. the foun- 
tain of life and strength which they can find in a union 
with their kinspeople of Lithuania. 

Esthonia demands neutralization by European guaran- 
tees and is prepared to fight for her independence: she 
believes in free trade, is willing to leave her ports open to 
the entire world, and hopes to prosper by developing her 
economic resources. 

The long suffering Finnland will restore order in the 
near future and the misled elments will drop their hope- 
less connections with Russia’s desperate dreamers who in 
vain are labouring to arrange a world conflagration with 
adolce far niente for the ignorant and improvi- 
dent idlers and schemers (pretentious labor leaders). 

So, then, these little nations shall set up a new ideal. 
The Lithuanians, enjoying the best relations with Ukraine 
in the past as well as at present, attempt an intimate po-. 
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litical combination with the Letts, and insist upon a confe- 
deration of the nations living around the Baltic Sea. Under 
the present circumstances and sentiments in the world, 
this confederation should be political as well as economic 
and intellectual. Though the states around the Baltic Sea 
are insignificant in themselves, yet vassals of any power 
they shall not be. 

Sweden and Denmark do well at present in looking on 
quietly and coolly at the interesting development of things 
around them, but in the long run they cannot shut their 
eyes to their vacillating interests in the Baltic Sea whose 
domination they cannot magnanimously cede to any one 
of the great powers. The Scandinavian nations will — 
volens nolens — perceive the dubiousness of their 
present situation, and the questions of victuals as well as 
of liberty will make it appear to them profitable to sup- 
port the Confederation of the northern peoples. 

Thus, then, efforts to restore the decrepit Great Rus- 
sians to overwhelming power are out of date and will be 
met with the deserved resistence from the smaller nations 
which, having once shaken off the shameful yoke of 
despotism, will not accept it again peacefully and with 
submission. Besides, the rivalries between the great po- 
wers themselves will in the end prevent the reestablish- 
ment of an Eastern, half-asiatic imperialism. 

The interests of peace and humanity as well as the in- 
terests of the smaller, yet progressive nations on the Bal- 
tic Sea, will best be served by the independence of them 
all and by their confederation. No use to be frightened 
by the grandeur or by the newness of the project. The 
small nations know the value of liberty, once it is at- 
tained. The northern people possess cooler heads than 
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the southerners, and the possibillity of a repetition of the 
Balean turmoils is excluded, and the Confederation will 
_ be the surest guarantee for the inviolability of the smal- 
ler peoples’ rights and territories as well as of the peaceful 
developments of their democratic institutions. 


This means the beginning of a new world in the eastern 
part of Europe. As every birth is tedious and painful, so 
the formation of new foundations for the liberty of the 
smaller nations is the result of an earthquake which shook 
the whole world. Politics of the cabinets, secret diplo- 
macy, intriguing behind the screens, have lost the confi- 
dence of nations and are going to be replaced by the pur- 
suit of peaceful economic interests and other humanita- 
rian relations. Exploitation of weaker peoples is coming 
to an end, and Justice and Right shall be enthroned and 
worshipped by a new world. 


When after the insane wading through streams of blood, 
at last common sense and good-will shall again prevail, 
the visions and dreams of philosophers and poets shall be 
realized, and exhausted humanity will be well pleased to 
salute the goddess of permanent Peace and to revel in sa- 
lutary Joy, well remembering the heroes lost in battles, 
through whose brave deeds Prosperity and Progress and 
general Content were made possible. 


Let us remember the beautiful dreams and the fore- 
sight of the great British bard: 


For I dept into the future, far as human eye could see, 

Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that 
would be; 

Saw the heavens fill with aaah argosies of magic 
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Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly 
bales ; 

Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there rain’d 
a ghastly dew 

From the nation’s airy navies grappling in the central blue; 

For along the world-wide whisper of the south-wind 
rushing warm, 

With the standards of the peoples plunging thro’ the 
thunderstorm ; 

Till the war-drum throbb’d no longer, and the battleflags 
were furl’d 

In the Parliament of man, the Federation of the World. 

There the common sense of most shall hold a fretful 
realm in awe, 

And the kindly earth shall slumber, lapt in universal law. 


XI. 
Conclusion. 


The idea that Russia has been finally and effectively 
destroyed must strike some contemplative people with awe 
and terror, since consequences of the terrible crash will 
not fail to resound on the future mutations of nations and 
the transformation of their states. Fear in some quarters, 
and hope in others is awakened that sooner or later some 
other state-colossus might follow in the steps of the fal- 
len giant. 

It is not astonishing that projects are looming up which 
in the practical world of to-day strangely remind one of 
the scenes in the Arabian Nights. Think of it! Even 
Parliaments discuss the feaseability of restoring Russia 
by sending up Eastern troops to the Ural mountains. Such 
schemes are entertained by excited politicians or people 
who at this moment do not care for the future of the white 
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race or who have never lived in Russia and studied the 
population on the spot. Neither distances, the condition 
of the railways nor the demoralization of the Great Rus- 
sians are taken into account. From my personal observa- 
tion I can truthfully say that those who judge the ruined 
Russia by the writings of Leo Tolstoy, or the paintings of 
Vereshtshagin, or the genius of Mendeleyev and Timiria- 
zev, would be dumbfounded by the apathy and dullness, 
ignorance and filthiness, lack of initiative and indolence, 
lack of morals (— thievery, sexual promiscuousness habi- 
tually prevailing —), and deficiency of conception of duty 
in the masses (90 %) of the population. After many ge- 
nerations and after many trying exertions the Great Rus- 
sians may again become an element which civilization 
might have to reckon with; but at present they are in a 
state of semi-barbarism, disintegrated by anarchy, and the 
comparatively small number of their intellectuals (1:8000!) 
are helpless in the face of the deep-rooted hate of the 
masses for education and educated classes aud for a well- 
ordered state of human affairs. A humanitarian may 
weep facing the degradation which has been brought about 
by the powers which ruled Russia for centuries, but help 
is possible through the peoples’ own efforts if they ever 
become capable of exertion at any time. 

For this reason I contend that instead of Russia another 
point dappui must be created in the East of Europe 
to keep the balance against Germany’s imperialistic pre- 
ponderance, and under the present circumstances — be- 
fore the world has come to a settled and humanitarian ba- 
sis of life — there is no other way but the upbuilding of 
a Confederation of the new and independent states. And 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Esthonia and Finnland cannot be 
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swallowed by the voracious militarists of Germany, and 
when these states, as well as the Scandinavian Peoples 
shall reflect upon their plight more seriously and calmly, 
they cannot escape from this opportune orientation. Timi- 
dity, indecision or lack of foresight are apt to deeply af- 
fect the interests of all nations. The Scandinavian peop- 
les already are beginning to realize the seriousness of 
their position in the Baltic Sea. | 

Next, the question of the Russian state debts Genie up 
and must be solved some way. Lenin’s government has 
officially repudiated them, and Russia has no intention 
of giving restitution for damages which she is responsible 
for. In Brest Litovsk, Germany with acutness of vision 
has set up the principle that every nation in its own ter- 
ritory must bear losses of war. For Germany this prin- 
ciple turns out very convenient indeed, because — not to 
speak of her colonies — only Eastern Prussia (Lithuania 
Minor) has been devastated, and Germany is recompensed 
by the new states made dependent on her for the present. 
Austria is affected more seriously than Germany by the 
two-fold Russian invasion into Galicia and by Rumania’s 
instrusion into Transylvania. Turkey reoccupied Ardahan, 
Batum and Kars, and is enabled to continue the hideous 
massacres of the Armenians, though it is in danger of 
loosing Arabia, Mesopotamia and Palestine. Bulgaria 
has annexed Dobrudja. Thus, then, the proposed new 
principle of compensation is painful to the Turks alone 
while the Central Powers are more or less generously 
provided for. 

If this same principle should find its application in the 
West, as the Germans will insist if they shall remain vic- 
torious, then France, Belgium, Serbia and Montenegro are 
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evidently to suffer most. Besides, it is ramored that Ger- 
many will claim all French investments in Russia. 

But what about recompense to Lithuania? Or can the 
Russian state debts affect her? Certainly not rightfully ! 
The Lithuanian people, having been plundered by Russia 
and Germany, have been exposed to terrible sacrifices in 
life and property. Their natural resources — the im- 
mense forests and the animal world (horses and cattle are 
practically gone, the aurochs almost totally extirpated, 
even bees in the bee-hives have been smoked to death!) 
— have been destroyed, and therefore it is only reasonable 
to expect that Lithuania cannot be compelled to pay any 
part of Russia’s debts, but on the contrary is entitled to 
compensation by Germany and Russia for its losses and 
sufferings. And there is no good reason why Germany 
should demand compensation in the occupied country for 
the new railroads, highways and other ameliorations made 
during war and for war aims, since Lithuanian hands were 
compelled to work hard without pay at the trenches 
(Russian as well as German) and Lithuanian forests have 
supplied all needs of timber at all fronts of Germany. The 
sense of justice and humanity positively demands that 
Lithuania shall receive compensation from both the 
eastern and the western neighbours and that no part of 
foreign state debts can be shoved on the shoulders of the 
exploited and downridden new state. Lithuania has a 
just claim for indemnity for its material losses, for its 
sacrifices in life and for its spiritual sufferings. 

It is understood that the Entente nations are not well 
informed concerning the intentions of the Lithuanians and 
many seem to believe that peoples in the Baltic provin- 
ces and in Lithuania do desire German control. Some 
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time ago the Paris ’Matin” even published threats of boy- 
cotting the unfortunate Lithuanians after the war. To 
give a convincing evidence to the contrary to those who 
don’t wish to believe is an useless task; but facts always 
speak for themselves better than opinions. Let us look 
at. the matter in some detail to see whether we can find 
any reason why the Lithuanians should fall in love with 
Germany. 

When in 1915 the German armies occupied Lithuania, 
the Pan-Germans were very glad of the ’’Neuland’’, acqui- 
red by Germany, and spoke of colonizing and germanizing 
it by sending the Lithuanian peasants to German facto- 
ries and by donating their lands to German workmen and 
soldiers. These thoughts of the liberators of the small 
and oppressed peoples in the East” can be found ad li- 
bitum in the German press and books which I have 
mentioned in the Introduction” to this Essay. And in- 
deed soon — so writes Mr. Jurkunas Scheynius in the 
*Stockholms Tidningen” (March 18, 1918) — the Lithua- 
nian press was prohibited, all societies closed, town streets 
received German names, the German language was instal- 
led in the schools, and to it schoolchildren had to apply 
themselves one half of their instruction time. Forests were 
plundered. Requisitions were exacting beyond description. 
Each peasant could retain only one cow and one horse, 
without regard to whether he owned 10 or 40 acres of land. 
And yet it was demanded that all land ‘shall be worked in 
right time and to full extent. Whoever was unable to ful-. 
fill this unnatural demand under such circumstances, was 
heavily fined to.100.000 marks or 20 years of hard labor. 
Besides, all adult men were mobilized into the so-called 
labor batallions. They were at night taken from their 
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beds, or were apprehended when leaving the church. It 
was quite natural that people in such a desperate position 
in many places should have offered resistence. In the 
German prison-camps there are found whole villages with 
children and old persons interned for resistence. Morta- 
lity in those camps and in the labor batallions goes up as 
high as 50 % a year. 

"The city population was systematically starved. Li- 
thuania’s capital Vilnius had at the time of occupation 
220.000 inhabitants, but now there are only 140.000. The 
villages dare not sell to the townspeople. They must place 
everything at the disposition of the military which in the 
first instance satisfies its own needs and then the rest is 
sold for a threefold price to the city inhabitants. Last 
spring (1917) in Vilnius a real famine was raging, al- 
though no lack of victuals prevailed at the distance of 
only 10. kilometers from the city.” 

- Such measures were not very likely to promote friend- 
ship in the population towards the Germans. As gover- 
nor in the district of Kaunas Prince Isenburg-Bierstein 
was appointed who early in January 1918 was at last re- 
called though — as Prince Leopold says — ”he had ruled 
the beautiful country in a German spirit’. And he was 
hated by the Lithuanians to the core of their heart. 

After revolution in Russia the Germans were compelled 
to change their methods, and in Sept. 1917 Lithuanian 
newspapers reappeared in Vilnius, and the Lithuanian 
Conference (Sept. 18—23) elected the National Council, 
giving the instruction: no submission to Germany! 

The National Council, keeping the independence of the 
country in view, inclined to economic approximation to 
Germany, yet left the decision to the Constituent As- 
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sembly. Germany, obviously dissatisfied, forbade the 
publication of independence, hindered the activity of the 
National Council and even its meeting. Only January 8, 
1918, the first official meeting took place and it was 
resolved, with the concurrence of the German military 
and civil authorities, to proclaim Lithuania’s indepen- 
dence, on the basis of resolutions from Sept. 18—23, 
1917. But now the German government demanded ”eter- 
nal”? union between the two peoples, and military, com- 
mercial, postal, traffic and financial conventions, besides 
a German representation abroad! The National Council 
promptly refused the masked annexation of the country. 

Proclamation of independence was promised before 
peace negotiations in Brest Litovsk had stranded, and 
Germany evidently kept the Lithuanian question in re- 
serve for coming eventualities. But now the treaty of 
Brest Litovsk says plainly:Germany and Austro- 
Hungary will in agreement with the people adjudicate 
the future destiny of these (the occupied) territories! The 
principle of peoples self-adjudication has been thrown to 
the dogs! 

The Lithuanian question cannot become Germany’s in- 
ternal affair, and there is no hope that Lithuanian desi- 
res can be realized while Pan-Germans are the prepon- 
dering factor, though Democratic and Catholic Germany 
is said to sympathize with Lithuania’s longings. And. it 
is significant that the successor of Isenburg-Bierstein, 
Baron von Falkenhausen invited the National Council only 
to advise him and to cooperate with him in the economic. 
and cultural restoration of the country, but not the poli- 
tical. His administration does not much differ from that 
of his predecessor, the German spirit is his watch- 
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word... And nothing new is expected from Count Key- 
serling who is to be appointed the next governor-general. 

And the National Council did not wait for Germany’s 
consent any longer, but on Feb. 16 unanimously resolved 
to proclaim Lithuania’s independence on the basis of hi- 
storic national rights, the recognized principle of self- 
adjudication and the resolutions of the Lith. Conference 
in Vilnius (Sept. 18—23, 1917). Germany prohibited 
writing about it in the newspapers, and the delegation 
which had to go abroad and request other nations’ recog- 
nition, was stopped in Vilnius. In Sweden we received 
the news of the proclamation of Lithuania’s independence 
only on March 7. | 

Not without significance is the German Chancellor’s 
declaration in the Reichstag, March 18, 1918: ”’Concerning 
Lithuania already last year a decision was arrived at 
which provided for a.closer bond to the German Empire 
in economic and military connection with the same. I ex- 
pect in the next few days a deputation from that country’s 
National Council which will renew that decision, after 
which the recognition of Lithuania as an independent 
state formation shall follow. Its further development and 
the political evolution we are watching with calmness.” 

This then is the short story of the Lithuanian relations 
to Germany. The National Council has no legitimate -po- 
wers to grant or to enter into-any compacts, and if under 
compulsion concessions should be yielded to the mailed 
fist, it shall be the duty of the Peace Congress to set these 
matters aright. 

As in Ukraine, so in Lithuania, German workers and 
German companies are eagerly exploiting the country al- 
ready. German Lithuanian Society, Darlehnskasse Ost and 
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other institutions have been set to work, and Germany 
expects to be favoured in the future before any other 
nation. 

To stop the German greed it is necessary that a formal 
government be established in Lithuania at once. En- 
couragement to the oppressed Lithuanians should. come 
from the neutral countries by the generous recognition of 
the new state, and such recognition is particularly desi- 
rable from England which owes a debt to Lithuania. Great 
Britain has not only supported the vain dreams of aristo- 
cratic Poland to erect a realm from Sea to Sea” thereby 
incorporating Ukraine and Lithuania into Poland, but per- 
mitted the hooligans in London to insult innocent and 
peaceable Lithuanian people. Besides, Great Britain ac- 
corded ignominious treatment to those who expressed their 
wishes to return to Russia and were not inclined to serve 
in the English army. Now, to repair the insults and to 
promote the real interests of nations Great Britain should 
without hesitation support the oppressed Lithuanians and 
recognize the independence and sovereignty of Lithuania 
without reservations. Besides, Great Britain must show 
that the high-sounding promises to the smaller nations 
have not slipped from the lips of Mr. Asquith and Mr. 
Lloyd George in a deceitful and counterfeited way. The 
time has come now to realize the promises profusely gi- 
ven — though indefinitely formulated — in the face of 
the world. 

After installation of the real government and as soon 
as an opportunity presents itself the Scandinavian peoples 
and the United States of America should grasp the chance 
and enter into intimate relations with the Lithuanians, 
establishing corporations and .other appropriate bodies 
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for the rehabilitation of the country and for the develop- 
ment of its resources for mutual benefit and satisfaction. 

With affectionate acknowledgement to the Pope and the 
U. S. of America for the support and aid extended to the 
Lithuanian war-sufferers, I should mention two projects 
of particular importance to Lithuania which invite the 
munificent assistence of other nations. 

}. In order to ameliorate and to elevate the intellectual 
status of the country, a university in Vilnius must at once 
be established, and since the country at present is devoid 
of all material means, financial assistence is immediately 
requisite. The Lithuanian nation in this respect turns 
its longing eyes to its emigrants and to the people of the 
United States, entertaining the keenest hope that contri- 
butions will not be refused. Between 3—4000 young men 
and women, graduated from the highschools and the clas- 
sical gymnasiums in Russia and in the occupied Lithuania, 
are waiting for an opportunity to continue their studies 
in the alma mater of the mother-land. 

2. Another project is the resumption of the Oginski 
canal, which was started almost a century ago, but was 
interrupted by the improvident Russian government. It 
is an economic measure of immense importance. The 
canal will connect the river Venta with Niemen and 
Dniepr, so that Lithuania and Ukraine shall come into a 
fair communication for their mutual welfare and for the 
benefit of the world commerce. Goods from the western 
countries can then be easily transported from the shores 
of the Baltic Sea to the interior of Ukraine and to the 
Black Sea. The restoration of the Oginski canal was a 
dream of my childhood and of my manhood which unfor- 
tunately on account of Russia’s stubborn back-wardness 
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could not be executed. For the building of this most de 
sirable water-communication foreign capital is welcome, 
and America and Scandinavia are the countries whose 
attention is desired. The Germans have already taken 
notice of the importance of the project and may try to 
make capital out of it. 

There are many other ways and means whereby the 
new Lithuania can be speadily uplifted and whereby fo- 
reign capital can find profitable investment. But before 
these matters can be discussed, it is of particular impor- 
tance that the neutral states, as well as Great Britain, 
France and the U. S. of America do immediately recog- 
nize the independence and suzerainty of Lithuania, and 
assist in the formation of the Confederation of the new 
free states in Eastern Europe. 

I am well aware that Kaiser Wilhelm desires a personal 
union of Courland with Germany. This same ambition 
he is nurturing for the sceptre of Lithuania. What of it? 
The National Council of Lithuania is an elective body 
which came into existence by the will of the representa- 
tives of the Lithuanian nation, who as well as the Lithua- 
nian Conferences abroad, have given stringent instruc- 
_ tions to safeguard the independence and suzerainty of the 

nation. Union with Germany is excluded. The Landesrat 
of Courland, on the contrary, is a sham body, an usurpa- 
tion of the German barons’ Landtag, and the German ele- 
ment which represents only 4144 % of the population con- 
stitutes 8/5 of the 80 members of the Landesrat, while 
the Letts were forced into it against their will. The Ma- 
melukes of the ruined Czardom, having lost their prestige 
and their privileges by the revoluton, look now up to the 
Kaiser as their new saviour and offer to him the highest 
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office of the country which does not belong to them. The 
Letts will cross their path if the Entente substantiates its 
word by deeds in supporting the principle of the libera- | 
tion of nations. 

The new ideal, then, and the new life which is going 
to shoot up on the ruins of the overthrown autocratic 
Russian giant possesses the key for great possibilities. It 
is of no earthly use to instill new wine into a decrepit 
and wrecked vessel since it would be suicidal and stupid 
for the democracies of the West to mould the progressive 
peoples of the East into the semibarbaric Great Russian 
state which in an indefinite future possibly will develop 
some order and a better sense of duty and morality. My 
best wishes go to the people who struggle for legitimate 
existence, yet the world at present must not stop in its 
progress, sighing after restoration of the dead. Neither 
Niniveh nor Babylonia can be revived or rebuilt; likewise 
Russia, the autocratic and imperialistic giant, has been 
buried, and let its debris rest in peace! 

Russia’s tragedy presents an object-lesson to other auto- 
cracies, striving to subjugate the world, a timely reminder 
that not the mailed fist and the shining armour, but in- 
tellect, freedom and moral principles, embodied in demo- 
cracies of the world are destined to rule. 

And the democracies are yearning for the ideal of an 
alliance of all nations which shall create the necessary 
machinery to regulate international difficulties judiciously 
and according to the principle of Right and Freedom. Dis- 
armament and abhorrence of war shall be the next conse- 
quence. The war spirit shall be stifled and peace inclina- 
tions all over the world shall lead to the realization of the 
Brotherhood of Man. Lasting Peace with peaceful eco- 
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nomic and commercial pursuits shall be the triumph of Law 
and Liberty. Right shall conquer Might for the coming 
ages, and the Commonwealth of Heaven shall flourish 
everlastingly among the distracted children of Mother 
Barth. 


Postscript. 


When the Essay was already in the printer’s hands, the 
following communication was circulated through the 
Swedish press, on March 25, 1918: 

”A delegation from Lithuania’s Taryba (National Coun- 
cil) had to-day (March 23) an audience with the Chancel- 
lor and requested the German government in the name 
of the Lithuanian people to recognize Lithuania as an in- 
dependent state. 

The delegation received from the Chancellor the fol- 
lowing reply: 

In behalf of the Kaiser and by his command, and as 
the representative of the German Empire I must commu- 
nicate to you the following: Since Lithuania’s Landesrat 
as a recognized representation of the Lithuanian people 
on Dec. 11, 1917, has declared Lithuania’s reestablishment 
as an independent state, in union with Germany by eter- 
nal and firm bands and by conventions, particularly the 
military, traffic, customs and mint conventions, and since 
it requested Germany’s protection and assistence for the 
reestablishment of their state, and since Lithuania’s hi- 
therto state attachement has been dissolved, herewith we 
do recognize in Germany’s behalf, in accordance with the 
Lithuanian Landesrat’s declaration of Dec. 11, 1917, Li- 
thuania as a free and independent state. Germany is pre- 
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pared to extend Lithuania the desired assistence and 
succor, and shall provide the necessary measures in agree- 
ment with the Lithuanian people. 

Besides, the necessary and projected conventions shall 
be executed which are requisite to fasten the relation to 
Germany and to upbuild that union. The Imperial go- 
vernment presumes that by entering into conventions both 
Germany’s and Lithuania’s interests will be taken into 
consideration and that Lithuania shall participate in Ger- 
many’s war burdens which will further even Lithuania’s 
liberation. The formal document of recognition will be 
transmitted to the Landesrat.” 

”"The decision, mentioned in the Chancellor’s answer, 
which was arrived at by the Lithuanian Landesrat on Dec. 
11, 1917, reads as follows: : 

The Lithuanian Landesrat (Lietuvos Taryba) which - 
has been recognised by the Lithuanians at home and 
abroad as the only authorized representation of the Li- 
thuanian nation, proclaims on the basis of the recognised 
right of self-determination of nations, and the decision of 
the Lith. Conference, held in Vilnius, Sept. 18—23, 1917, 
the reestablishment of an independent Lithuanian state 
with Vilnius as capital and a sparation of all state con- 
nections with other nations. Reestablishing this state and 
guarding the interests of same at the peace negotiations, 
the Landesrat requests Germany’s protection and assi- 
stence. Since Lithuania’s life interests demand a speedy 
realization of a real and intimate relation to Germany, the 
Landesrat does recommend a firm bond between the Li- 
thuanian state and Germany which could be particularly 
expressed by a military convention, a traffic convention, 
customs and mint conventions.” 
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”The delegation is now going back to Lithuania in order 
to report to their people the result of their mission.” 

The interpretation given by the Chancellor to the de- 
claration of the Lith. Landesrat obviously goes much 
further than is desired by the Lithuanians. Some more 
or less intimate relation with Germany was unavoidable 
in order to escape the clutches of the Russian bolshevism. 
”"The German democracy and the German majority par- 
ties of the Reichstag — says Mr Jurkunas Scheynius in 
Stockholms Tidningen (March 28) — during these war 
years have many times shown their warm sympathy for 
and gave their support to the Lithuanian national exer- 
tions. The German democracy has won the confidence of 
the Lithuanians. What was done by the Entente demo- 
cracies for the Lith. nationality? Even the Scandinavian- 
Holland socialist commission in its peace program last 
year passed by the Lith. question. On whom could the 
Lith. people set their hopes? It was left in its struggle 
for the national liberty to itself. And yet what has been 
reached is no little. Now the Lithuanians hope to be able 
to assure their newly won independence in all forms and 
on all sides”. ’’The Lithuanians, supported by the German 
Reichstag majority and the German democracy in general, 
can assuredly look into the future more hopefully”. 
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The horizontal lines show districts with 50—80 % of 
the population speaking the Lithuanian language, 
while the vertical lines indicate 15—50 %. 


